Minutes of the meeting of the MAG National Committee held at 
MCI HQ, Starley House
Eaton Square
Coventry
Saturday 10th February 2001

APOLOGIES
Neil Lucas (TV RR), Aine Gale (Western RR), Brian Hodgson (Cumbria RR), Martin Burnett (S East RR) 

RESIGNATION
Wendy Coy (Acting Eastern RR) 

MINUTES OF 9TH DECEMBER
Approved Ian Mutch, Nicky Myakicheff. 

MATTERS ARISING
In response to an objection from N. East MAG regarding the December NC decision to debar Cloud Singh from MAG membership the constitutional legality of doing this was discussed by the Regional Reps and clarified as appropriate. 

MOTION OF CENSURE
A motion of censure brought by the N. East region failed due to the fact that a seconder could not be found, although concerns were raised in respect of language used in correspondence by the National Chairman. A response to Cloud Singh, in particular, had raised concerns that common courtesy was missing from written communication considered representative of MAG UK, and that legal action might result if the use of this type of language was not restrained. The Chairman agreed that he needed to curtail his choice of language and to send a written apology, once a similar undertaking was received from Cloud Singh. 

BOARD REPORT
A Travel discount offer by an Oxford company was rejected. 
It was agreed to accelerate a junior member of staff to a higher pay scale subject to satisfactory attendance. Staff pension arrangements are now sorted and MAG UK will pay last year's contributions into the new policy. Key man insurance for Ian Mutch is expected to be in place very shortly. 
A test advert is to be placed in 'Biker' magazine.
MAG Direct Insurance are answering calls within 4 seconds on average with trikes to be covered from February 2001; rates continue to be competitive with further business opportunities likely to arise. 
Claimsline take up is reportedly slow with more suitable cases needed; groups need to better promote this at a local level. 
TheftLine reported as successfully catching motorcycle thieves due to excellent posters and advertising; Central Office staff spending approx. 4 man hours per week on administering the scheme. 
Italjet legal threats indicate little to worry about, although legal advice has to be followed and public comments continue to be restricted. 
A claim by Celtic Warriors to hold 'copyright' on an event name used by Blackpool MAG was discussed.
Travel arrangements for two delegates to the FIM Conference in Ohio were approved. 
Member benefits were reviewed, in particular, the Haynes book club deal. Several other proposals are under consideration. 

REGIONAL REPS REPORT
As per the Board meeting, the Celtic Warriors entitlement to use the name 'Big One' was discussed. It was agreed to ask Blackpool MAG to rename their event.
Access by elected regional reps to membership data was clarified and access for local reps to be investigated with the Data Protection Registrar. 
Sample product packs purchased by MAG UK on behalf of each region continue to be uncollected and available at £40. 
Several successes noted. In particular, Tyne & Wear transport forum has rejected congestion charging for motorcycles; S West region has 3 new groups and working with Dorset police on accident stats; Southern region now working with Wiltshire Constabulary; Scotland with 3 newly affiliated clubs, S Wales with Bikers are Voters and a large AGM party. 
A card was signed by all and sent to Brian and Paula Williams on the birth of their son, Ben. 

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES

LEFT TO DIE

Warwickshire police have decided not to accept MAG's £5,000 reward offer, despite thanking us for the generous and well-intentioned offer. They intend to keep the reward independent of the formal enquiry and have been reluctant to support us with posters or information.
This is despite Audrey Cobbledick stating how delighted she is by MAG's support and a subsequent letter of complaint asking for an early meeting. 
With over 150 additional leads received from the Crimewatch programme appeal the police are still no closer to apprehending the culprit. 
Agreed to lobby the Chief Constable for a meeting, using the media, if necessary.

BIKERS ARE VOTERS
Labour have not yet announced their people but we now have an almost complete list of Prospective Parliamentary Candidates and are assuming that sitting MPs will stand again unless otherwise informed. MCIA are in the process of writing to over 2,400 PPCs with an 'overview' letter and BMF, like MAG, are urging their local activists to send the BrV questions. The National Motorcycle Council has a 'bikers manifesto' on the agenda, which all organisations are expected to support.
Unfortunately, despite half a dozen 'star performers', only two MAG regions are known to have contacted every MP and PPC. Sorting the constituencies into MAG regions is currently under way and RRs will be asked for weekly progress updates.
The Mass Lobby date is organised for March 15th and reps are urged to contact their MPs to arrange meetings in Parliament.

THEFTLINE
Posters are now displayed in 1550 franchised dealers with an additional 500 to be distributed via MAG activists. The current Streetbiker has a full-page version of the image for activists to cut out and display. No payments to informants, or requests for payments yet made, although 50 machines were recently recovered from a breaker in Lincoln with 29 identified and returned to their rightful owners. A gang of Harley ringers are currently under investigation; a gang from Stoke on Trent are facing proceedings and other gangs of thieves now under investigation. Two or three informant's calls typically received by MAG Central each week. 

EUROPEAN CHANGES TO DRIVING TESTS
In September 2000 the European Commission amended the minimum driving test requirements for all Member States and the DSA has been consulting on the implication of these changes in Great Britain. 
The main changes that will affect motorcyclists are the requirements to: 
check the emergency engine kill switch (if appropriate), chain and oil levels;
at least two manoeuvres executed at slow speed, including a slalom;
at least two manoeuvres executed at a higher speed, one of which should be in second or third gear of at least 30km/h and one manoeuvre avoiding an obstacle at a minimum speed of 50km/h;
at least two braking exercises, including an emergency brake at a minimum speed of 50km/h.
Concern was raised at possible safety aspects of the high speed manoeuvre, although it was agreed to discuss with and to form a common position with the rider training agencies before responding. 

VEHICLES (CRIME) BILL
This Bill was discussed and surprise noted that no amendments had been accepted, and at the speed of adoption by Parliament. 

CONSULTATION PAPERS

Several Government consultation papers noted, including an amendment to restrict the use of speed enforcement detectors, road user charging for bridges and tunnels, mutual recognition of N Irish and GB driving disqualifications, a review of penalty charges for parking offenders and a detailed review of road traffic penalties. Further comments were invited from local groups and members. 

FEMA REPORT
The Minutes of the FEMA Committee Meeting of 3rd February were discussed, in particular, the appointment of new Campaigns Officer Antonio Perlot, a change of position to now accept catalytic converter or similar ''clean' technologies, and the accounting for specific political campaigns.

ACTIVISTS TRAINING 
The training weekend on March 17 - 18th was discussed and reps reminded to book as available places were becoming limited. 

EVENTS
The London Excel show was discussed as MAG is now staffing a helmet park and 'TheftLine' stand as well as our traditional display. A plea for addition volunteers was repeated and it was noted that staff might have to be imported from outside the region. Due to MAG's ever increasing commitment volunteers are sought for other shows and events, starting with the Welsh Show 25th - 28th May 2001. 

FESTIVAL OF EUROPEAN MOTORCYCLING

SEPTEMBER 14TH - 16TH 2001
MAG UK has been invited to organise camping and catering facilities at this MAG Belgium organised fundraiser. An entire town has agreed to support this event - along the lines of a European Sturgis - and tickets will be available at £10 non-members, £9 for clubs and £8 for full MAG members. MAG B has already arranged a £50 Dover - Calais ferry deal which includes European breakdown recovery to the ferry port.

STORMIN' THE CASTLE
In view of the intimidation suffered at the 2000 event concerns for the safety of those attending in 2001 continue to be raised. In particular, the position of the Hells Angels MC continues to remain unclear. Security will be upgraded at the 2001 event and all PR communication will be co-ordinated via MAG Central. Back patches will not be allowed to be displayed on site and this will be made clear in all advertising. The Chairman offered not to attend as his presence may constitute a security risk, although the regional reps reaffirmed their commitment to personally support the event.

AGC 2001 
Western Region expressed their disappointment at the NC decision to change the 2001 AGC date, although this decision was confirmed as constitutional. It was accepted that any undermined arrangements were purely an unfortunate co-incidence and that the possibility of moving the AGC to a less crowded Easter date would be considered. The NC wished to thank Western Region for efforts already made towards arranging AGC 2001.

AOB

RAFFLE
It was decided to concentrate on running one large raffle each year, as tickets would be easier to sell with a more desirable prize. Preparations for the 2002 raffle are already under way and tickets should be on sale 12 months before the 2002 draw, therefore maximising sales opportunities. 

Next NC meeting 7th April 2001

Meeting closed 17.10hrs. 
