National Committee Meeting 20020608

Apologies

Apologies from Martin Burnett and Jan Hurley.

Minutes

No NC Minutes were available from the pre-AGC NC meeting of April 2002, none having been prepared in the absence of the then-Chairman Neil Liversidge from that meeting. 

The February 2002 minutes were not ratified at the April meeting either and were not made available to the NC today for ratification either. 

It was therefore noted that the meeting in August 2002 would now need to ratify the minutes from February 2002 and April 2002 as well as June 2002.

Matters Arising

No matters arising as no minutes available to the meeting.

Political Report

Trevor Baird reported on proposals for pillion footrest standards.

Henry Marks reported the remarks by Richard Olliff of the BMF that the BMF “would not have any problem with leg protectors on scooters” and that “the government should do research on leg protectors and airbags.

Helmet design and hard wiring also under discussion. 

Congestion charging in London discussed. Concerns expressed at possible dangerous behaviour of car drivers trying to avoid cameras. Ian Mutch stressed the need to advertise MAG’s success in achieving exemption from congestion charging. Bus lane access to be trialled in Newham. High incidence of scooter accidents seems likely to cause problems for motorcycling per se. Accident problems in Wales are resulting in zero tolerance ‘enforcement days’ that are antagonising motorcyclists in Wales. 

Please see Trevor Baird’s report for a fuller account of political activity in the period.

FEMA Report

Young Rider monies are still outstanding to FEMA from the 2000 event. Other national organisations have cash flow problems due to slow payment by the commission. 

The NC discussed safety issues around the proposed ‘swerve and brake’ component of the bike test.

Trailers in Spain are still effectively illegal for all except Spanish residents driving vehicles registered in Spain.

Biker Union (Germany) proposed to the FEMA Committee that FEMA support the Hells Angels complaint to against the police ban on the HA’s colours in one German Lander. This matter has been deferred to the next FEMA committee meeting.

Board Report

Mark Iline felt that the Board should not have discussed the website in his absence.

The meeting discussed representation at FEMA, the soliciting of donations and the MEP ride. 

The soliciting of donations was referred to AOB.

The Board Reports were ratified otherwise unchanged.

NFL proposed Aine Gale as Vice Chairman, Ozzy having resigned from the position. Seconded by Ian Mutch.

Ian Mutch proposed Brian Williams as replacement Director, Ozzy having resigned from the Board also. Seconded by Jez Dodington. (Brian to be ratified at AGC 2003 for the term to 2005.)

MAG Media 

Cathy Philpotts elected (proposed Trevor Fleming, seconded Liz Needham.)

Finance Working Group

Archi Hipkins proposed Stevan Walker joint the FWG. Ian Mutch seconded. Unanimous.

National Communications Officer

Liz Needham ratified as NCO. Proposed Trevor Fleming, seconded Jez Dodington.

National Officer’s Reports

Written reports circulated. Verbal report by Debbie Jones. Agreed that affiliation forms would be made available on the website as acrobat files. Verbal update by Liz Needham, new NCO.

Events & Shows

Gary Barnes reported the Welsh Show as a tremendous success. Suggested we have a think-tank to prepare a media stunt for the next NEC. Agreed that this consist of Trevor Fleming, Archi Hipkins, Trevor Baird, Aine Gale, Jez Dodington, Ian Mutch, Gary Barnes.

Team MAGSport Report

Written report supplied by Trevor Baird with verbal update. Team members enjoying substantial success. Stickers to be available next week.

Adoption of AGC 2003 Minutes

The minutes were adopted with the addition of an amendment noting the election of Ian Mutch, Aine Gale and Neil Liversidge as Directors of MAG (UK) Limited. Proposed Jez Dodington. Seconded Trevor Fleming. Unanimous. 

Ratification of Constitutional Amendments

Noted that this administrative task is to be undertaken and a new Constitution supplied to all NC asap for checking against the ratified minutes. 

AGC Motions 17 & 18

Noted that as these were Constitutional amendments these cannot be voted upon by the NC. Proposed by Trevor Fleming and seconded by Archi Hipkins that the proposers be written to with an explanation of this fact and an invitation to submit these to the next AGC should the proposers so wish.

AGC Motion 19 – Regional Reps Job Description

This motion was unanimously defeated. 

PR Diary / PR / StreetBiker / Website
Referred to the working group. 

NC Contact Numbers

Agreed to implement 0870 numbers for all NC members. Proposed Henry Marks. Seconded Trevor Fleming. Unanimous. 

MAG-FEMA Brand

As per Board report. Style to change on reprinting of letterheads etc. 

Public Liability Insurance

Agreed that Henry Marks, Neil Liversidge and Debbie Jones consult on PLI availability to affiliated clubs. 

The Ridgeway

Agreed that funds would be made available for MAG to be represented at any public enquiry. Proposed by Brian Williams that “The MAG NC is committed to supporting the MAG-affiliated Trail Riders Federation in its efforts to protect the interests of off road motorcyclists in regard to the Ridgeway.” Seconded by Jez Doddington. Unanimous. 

Time Lapse for the Retention of Membership Numbers

Agreed (6 in favour, 2 against) that persons wishing to retain membership numbers must remain fully paid up members. Those who lapse and do not wish to pay back-subscriptions must be allocated a new number. Proposed Julie Stevenson. Seconded Ian Mutch. 

Youthbike

Agreed to sponsor two plaques costing approximately £20 each. 

Any Other Business

Neil Liversidge proposed a vote of confidence in the MAG Central staff in view of the comments of Phil Neale and Craig Clinch reported in the Board Report of 19th April 2002. 

Neil Liversidge raised the matter of the October 2001 AGC minutes in which it was noted that Jonny Shaw, Huddersfield MAG Local Rep, had repudiated Mark Dicker’s claim that he (Jonny Shaw) had seconded Dicker motion of no confidence in Neil Liversidge. 

Jonny Shaw subsequently denied making such a statement to Neil Liversidge even though two witnesses – Linda Liversidge and John Coe – were present when he made it.

Neil Liversidge reported to the meeting that a third witness had now emerged in whose presence, at a separate time and place, Jonny Shaw had again repudiated Mark Dicker’s claim. 

Neil Liversidge said that this third witness proved conclusively:

1. That Mark Dicker had lied to the AGC in saying that Jonny Shaw seconded his motion.

2. That Jonny Shaw had lied when he subsequently denied repudiating his support for Dicker.

3. That the minutes of the AGC as originally circulated and printed in StreetBiker and Network were a true and accurate record.

Neil Liversidge asked if anyone else present knew of the identity of this third witness.

Neil Liversidge then invited Richard Phillips, Jez Dodington, Rob Clarke and Julie Stevenson to meet with him privately where he would reveal to them the name of this third witness in order that they might independently ascertain the veracity of this claim on the NC’s behalf. 

