MAG National Committee Meeting

8th October 2005

Masonic Hall, Rugby

1
Present

Ian Moore 
Chairman

Jane Chisholm
Vice Chair

Ian Mutch
President

John Thomson
Director & Regional Rep - Southern

Trevor Baird
Director of Public Affairs

Elaine Hardy
National Research Officer

Fergus O’Connell
National Clubs Liaison Officer

Andrew Davis
Regional Rep - South Wales

Gerard Livett
Director & Regional Rep – Greater London

Andy Carrott
Deputy Regional Rep - Eastern

Eddie Lowe
Regional Rep – West Midlands

Tony Cox 
Regional Rep – North West

Brian Hodgson
Deputy Regional Rep – Cumbria

Steve Wykes
Regional Rep – Scotland

Alan Waldron
Regional Rep – East Midlands

Derwen Hinds 
NC Liaison – Western Region

Bill Pugsley
Observer – Western Region

Robin Straughan 
Regional Rep – North East

Jane Carrott
Observer - Eastern

Neil Stevenson
Observer

Julie Stevenson
Observer

Dave Elrick
Observer

Meeting commenced 10:00 Hrs

2 Apologies

Archi Hipkins (National Network Communications Officer), Justine Travis (Finance Director), Mike Baker (South West), Ian Churchlow (Director), Gary Olphert (Secretary Northern Ireland), John Mitchell (Director & Regional Rep – South East), Andy Timms (Yorkshire & N Lincs), Simon O’Connor (Essex & Herts), Shan Tedder (East Anglia)

3
Removal of any item not deemed by NC to be appropriate or related to Regional Reps

No items were identified for removal.

4
Minutes of last Meeting - matters of correctness

The Minutes of the last NC were reviewed and after some minor amendments the minutes were accepted.


NC minutes – Proposed Robin Straughan, seconded Alan Waldron 

Vote unanimous

5. Matters arising 

1. Derwen indicated that discussions between members of the web-group and Scouse were taking place in order to try and resolve problems.

Action Ongoing

2. A working group was being set up to respond to the DfT consultation on the misuse of Mini Motos and it was hoped to provide guidelines on best practise.

3. Boundary changes Shan Tedder, Murray Webb and Jane Chisholm has been investigating possible boundary changes to Eastern region and the adjoining regions.  After careful analysis of the membership distribution and groups within the regions it had been agreed to maintain the existing boundaries.  Murray Webb was happy to cover Eastern region as it stands.

Action Closed

6
Appointments and Resignations

There were no appointments or resignations to report.

7. National Officer Reports – Chairman, Vice Chairman, Finance Director, Clubs Officer, National Network Communications Officer, National Research Officer and Regional Reps reports

National officers presented their reports.  

Chairmans Report

Ian Moore said that he was encouraged that membership continued to be on the increase.  He attributed this to jobs being done well and the hard work being carried out by a great number of MAG members.  As an organisation we are improving in all areas.  He was particularly pleased with the format and content of our new publication ‘The Road’ which he felt was a positive and worthy successor to Street-Biker which can only enhance MAG’s reputation. 

Vice Chairmans Report

Jane Chisholm referred the NC to her Vice Chairmans report e-mailed prior to the meeting where she outlined her activities to date, which included:-

05-07.08.05 
Ran Yorkshire Pudding Rally 

12.08.05 
Board Meeting 

13.08.05 
NC Meeting 

13.08.05 
Foundation Meeting 

22.08.05 
Met largest bike club in Greece affiliated to FEMA in Athens 

29.08.05 
Yorkshire Pudding Rally de brief 

02-04.09.05 
Worked on MAG Stall at Stormin the Castle 

18.09.05 
Visit to Pickering Showground potential site for Farmyard Party 2006 

23-25.09.05 
Worked at Tsunami Soiree - marshals flood appeal event 

25.09.05 
Attended MAP meeting to discuss future venue of Farmyard Party 

30.09.-02.10.05 
North Sea Ferry to Brussels for Demo-lost a pair of pink lacey knickers while sharing a cabin with Adie Burn, David Gregory and Ian Mutch 

03.10.05 Re organised venue and food for Yorkshire AGM 

Communicated with Ian Churchlow and Fergus O Connell over MZ owners club AGM. 

Organised and re organised Reps Training weekend.

Wrote a Foundation article for this months issue of The Road. 

Finance Directors Report

In Justine’s absence Ian Moore gave the financial position.  He indicated that the financial position was still looking good.  The possibility of re-instating the ‘Rainy day fund’ was being investigated.  

Regional Reps were asked to forward any surplus cash from funds over the winter period to maintain cash flow, rather than waiting for the AGC.  Though presentation cheques could still be presented at the AGC and a record of donations would be kept to recognise effort of groups and regions.

National Clubs Liaison Officer’s Report

Fergus took the post on after the resignation of the incumbent at the last NC meeting, it is a bit strange really after a gap of some 15 years since he last held the post.

He had been out and about at half a dozen rallies talking to clubs that are affiliated and a lot that are not.  He is concerned about the loss of clubs and have endeavoured to find out why they are not renewing. 

Obviously some have disbanded since they affiliated, however the main reason for clubs not re-affiliating appears to be the insurance issue.  With us they have to pay for this, whilst the BMF offer it for free.  Fergus was wondering just what their policy covers, to this end I have managed to obtain a copy of the said document and will report at the next meeting as to its contents. 

A MAG page in a small Lincs based rally magazine has also been secured. Many clubs exist purely for the rallying scene; this will help to improve our exposure to them. 

Fergus has liased with Ian Mutch to have a club page in The Road as this area has been neglected.  We need to bring the clubs more on board, our esteemed editor completely agreed on this one.  A couple of rally reports from affiliated clubs have been produced to start the ball rolling. 

Enquiries from clubs about joining up have been received and if need be information passed on shall be followed up with visits to their meetings.

In Grimsby Fergus had managed to get a group going again after a gap of about 12 years. Hopefully it will build and go from strength to strength.

His next task is to produce a clubs recruitment pack with some more pizzazz, time has been lacking as he had been away for almost every weekend since taking the post on. We need a pocket size guide to affiliation that can be just handed out.

Fergus is also planning a mass e-mail on clubs to those that are not affiliated.

National Network Communication Officer’s Report

In Archi’s absence his report was given by e-mail.

September was mainly working pre-post and actual Stormin’ which went well we had a few tickets left which meant that those who turned up on speck riding a PTW or trike were not turned away.

Archi offered his thanks to all who came and helped.

On 16th Sept he went to visit an affiliated bike club in Scotland (Saints and Sinners) about 35 miles south of Aberdeen who were holding their tenth rally only to bump into the Ferg.

Since then he had been working as a relief manager in a pub [Fools] and snatching the odd hour to produce Octobers Network.  He hoped it was up to scratch.

Archi still needs more stuff from the regions and he thanked Shan for her contribution.

Feedback had been received from a member regarding the Dft and the motor-sport issue, which will be in next months Network.

National Research Officer’s Report

As Elaine explained in her previous report, most of her time has been taken up with the completion of her thesis which was submitted on September 15th. 

However as a FEMA representative, she had been working MAG NL, SMC and the BMF on the Mission and Policy statements. These were presented to the FEMA Full Committee at the last meeting. Trevor Magner, spokesperson for the working group requested that all NOs read the document and send comments to him in order to complete it in time for the next Full Committee in February. 

Elaine had also been working with Trevor on the twists and turns of the 3DLD.  A presentation will be made at the NC meeting as part of our discussion with the FEMA Secretary General and the FEMA President. 

Trevor and Elaine attended the Tsunami Soiree on September 23rd/24th and were told by the owner of the establishment that he had never seen so few people drink so much in such a short space of time.  They also took part in the demo run to Humber Bridge where 30 riders were able to create a sizeable tailback of traffic. 

Elaine had also been supervising Sarah on projects for the Foundation, specifically the secure parking document, together with Neil Stevenson and working with Sarah on the car collision project, which has been put on hold for the time being, until we have further information from the DfT. They informed us that they intend issuing a more detail project proposal at the end of September, so more on that, hopefully on Saturday. 

Regional Reps Reports

Scotland

Steve did not have much to report this time as he was out of action with a bad back for about three weeks. 

He attended a run organised by West Lothian MAG, a disappointing turn out with only regulars attending, but the weather was truly appalling. 

Had a MAG stand at the Alford bike show in Aberdeenshire on 4th September, generated some interest and will be attended again next year. 

The regional AGM mail out etc. for Sunday 23rd October had been completed. 

Put out a few letters to MEPs/MPs on 3rd DLD, still awaiting some responses. 

Steve also attended the 3rd DLD Demo in Brussels. 

Setting off for Risk and Motorcycking meeting at the Scottish Executive.  They (TRL) have produced a draft report on the research they carried out in the summer.  It is less than comprehensive and appears to have been written about preconceived flawed assumptions with very little added to the knowledge base.  Steve indicated that if he had written something like this at work he would get a severe reprimand, very amateur and repetitive. 

Greater London

As well as working on Local Implementation Plans we have continued to push for more parking. 

Sol has had a few meetings with councils regarding measures to help improve motorcycle safety.  Rather annoyingly in this safety obsessed culture that is perhaps the only criterion councils take into account.  Congestion-busting, ease of use, convenience, environmental benefits and fun seem to be disregarded. 

Had an approach from the office of Barry Linton, MP for Battersea.  He has had complaints from some of the residents of the new 'yuppie' flats on the east side of Queenstown Road about the noise and disturbance from bikers meeting on Chelsea Bridge.  I told him that the event served as a useful opportunity for bikers to meet up (forgot to mention that at least they are not at a pub with the possibility of alcohol) and that it has no organisers.  Bikers meet on Chelsea Bridge because bikers meet on Chelsea Bridge with no direct intention of causing a disturbance.  Sol also mentioned that this had been happening for more years than anyone can remember and that these flats are relatively new (erected in last two years).  He therefore intimated that the residents have 'come to the nuisance'. 

The long-standing West London MAG rep, Roy Causey, has had to resign for personal reasons and Sol will be re-launching that group later this month - hopefully attracting some new blood. 

Fulham and South West London MAG organised a social run from their pub in Hammersmith up to the Ace Cafe for lunch and then down to Box Hill on Sunday 2 October.  Attendance at the start was not fantastic, but more joined us at the Ace.  The run to Box Hill is assumed to have went well, since no reports to the contrary have been received (Sol having made his excuses at the Ace having just returned from a 27-day 3,500-mile trip and it was his wedding anniversary).  We intend to make this a regular event, although not always the same run. 

Our website is finally up and running. Still a bit basic, but at least it is there.  http://greater-london.mag-uk.org

South East

In John’s absence his report was given by e-mail.

It's been quite an exciting month is some respects - eg. we helped to get Fred and Carol Marzillius aquitted of their Criminal Damage charge for filling in a bit of the cattlegrid outside their home so they could ride over it. 

Then of course, there was Brussels last week - it was good to see a rather large chunk of the NC there and no, I am not going to buy 45 coffees for everyone (only got one pair of arms)!!

Locally, a fortnight ago, Bob Morris the Beachy Head MAG rep, held a small intimate do at his place to raise some money for MAG, full sit down dinner type thing.  Lovely food and beer on tap.  (Sadly due to Lou's placement at Uni, we couldn't make the Soiree, which we heard was a riot)

TC has made initial plans to start meetings with Medway council over their LTP and other biker-relevant issues.

John had been rather busy on other stuff (mainly getting his and Lou's bikes back on the road - following alternator failures) so he haven't been able to do as much as he would have liked.

He hoped to complete a couple of outstanding articles shortly and was in the middle of preparing another one about Brussels, though a few pics may be needed.

Next up will be to organise the AGM, I think John T's pencilled in for that one as observer. There are going to be a few changes - TC's stepping down as Treasurer and possibly deputy rep.  John indicated that he could do with someone who could best represent MAG along side him; and to start making plans for some new branches in the new year. 

Sadly, due to visiting Welsh family, John wouldn't be at the NC meeting but intended to be at the Board meeting Friday night despite the long drive home afterwards.

Yorkshire

Andy’s apologised for his absence from the NC which was due to work commitments and transport problems.  He tendered his report by e-mail. 

21st Aug 

Yorkshire region reps meeting

29th Aug 

Yorkshire Pudding Rally de brief

2nd-4th Sept 
Worked on MAG Stall at Stormin the Castle

18th Sept 

Site meeting at Pickering re FYP 2006

23rd, 24th & 25th Sept 
Tsunami Soiree

25th Sept 

MAP meeting re FYP

30th Sept – Sun 2nd Oct 
Euro Demo in Brussels

2nd Oct 

Sheffield AGM

Andy had received an invitation to attend the inaugural meeting of the Transport Forum for the Borough of Scarborough “Sustainable Transport Matters”.

This is being held on the 31st of October at the Spa, Scarborough.  Over 130 interested parties have been invited so if they all attend it could be very busy.

Although, from past experience, PTW’s are usually well catered for, these forums are a great place for making contacts and for pushing the congestion and green benefits of PTW’s.

Andy was also sorry to be missing the FEMA presentation.  He wanted to know why only the BMF and MAG can be bothered to save biking.  Having heard that talks are ongoing and that compromises are being made.  He was firmly of the opinion that when the something endangers the future of motorcycling then the compromises must stop and the fight must begin.

He couldn’t understand why motorcyclists have to jump through more and more hoops, and pay more and more money, to attain a full licence. 

North East

Since last report: Hosted a MAG stand at Bikewise (Durham Police awareness day), about 10,000 punters during the day.  Joint stand with NABD. Lots of interest for both MAG and NABD.  This was the very last chance to buy Stormin' pre-book tickets so quite a few people searching us out.  Talked to local BMF and IAM.  IAM are doing a presentation at Durham MAG shortly.

Two Members (including Robin) took part in Burnhope Vintage Vehicle Rally, next year they will be helping to marshall in exchange for free space for a MAG stand.  The rally is for all classic and vintage vehicles, but about 50% are bikes.  Good links made with the local 'classic' brigade.  A good day out with a 120 mile route and a relaxed atmosphere.

STORMIN' THE CASTLE, need I say more, the best one in the last 11 years.  Very good week and surely a success.  No profit figures yet, it should be a good one.

Talking to Stockton-on-Tees council about their LTP, also their 'Handle it or lose it' campaign which is aimed at sports bike riders.

http://www.handleitorloseit.com/
Another interesting thing that is being followed up is their 'twistandgo4it' campign, which is aimed at young scooter riders. Check it out

http://www.twistandgo4it.com/
Unfortunately Durham MAG are having to move.  This is thanks to the new Public Entartainments Licence rules that mean that all pubs are now forced to apply for draconian entertainments licences (this may also affect rallies if we are not carefull).  Sam Smiths pubs have now decided to have NO live or piped music in their pubs.  This means that the local folk club and weekly music session have now been evicted.  The folk club have found a new venue, but the music session have now moved into the Elm Tree on a Monday night, thus Durham MAG have been moved into another room which is not up to the job.  We are now moving to the Colpitts (the room the musicians were evicted from).  We would like to make it clear that their is no bad feelings between the Elm Tree and Durham MAG, likewise we appreciate the Colpitts for welcoming us.  Things change and so must we.

Coming up:

AGMs for both Darlington and Durham MAG.

Also Darlo and Durham are once again going to be drawing firearms. WE WILL SHOOT EACH OTHER.  The gauntlet has been thrown and we will meet on the Paintball pitch.  The winner will have the right to work the bar at the No1 rally and the losers will have to work the gate outside in the cold. Durham MAG will win, otherwise I look forward to a weekend standing on a gate in May.

Western

The Bristol bike show was a resounding success and has now notched up ten years. Bristol MAG held their AGM on the 22nd of September and all the usual suspects were re-elected to office, however nobody has come forward for the position of group Rep. The next AGM is to be on Thursday 21st September 2006. 

The Suspension Bridge negotiations have not borne fruit for allowing bikes to go across free.  The Trustees were sympathetic, however, the firm controlling the barrier refused slight modification to allow bikes free access.

Supporting information is on the web site asking for comments and what action members feel should be taken i.e. a demo or not!

North Somerset MAG's BikeFest was reasonably successful considering the weather and the GWR rally went off OK  Of course a few mistakes were made along the way, but that adds to the learning experience that can be carried forward to next years rally, which is being held a week later.  Most people enjoyed the weekend and some even liked the band that did the middle set on the Saturday night, as one rallyist said, "They sound ok from the toilets at the bottom of the camp site".  A small profit was made, very encouraging for the future.

Beach Races (Enduro) secure bike park run by MAG was very busy, with over 500 bikes.  Many comments were made by the motorcyclists using it on how professional the organisation was and more of the major events could do with the same.

Our F.o.D. rep was able to get along to a meeting with Glyn Ford MEP.  It was mainly for him to talk about Europe and what he has been doing, but he was asked about the 3rd European Driving license directive and he said that he agrees, as do some of the other Labour MEP's that it should be looked at again.  He also said that he has been invited to a meeting in Swindon to talk with Honda, so it seems that the Manufacturers have concerns as well.

Gloucester reported that Group is growing is very active and more members have joined up. 

Donna & her group of enthusiasts had made a MAG presence at many local (and not so local) events, sometimes assisted by Anne, Bill & Di.  Very successful for MAG - good PR.  Comment was made of the good atmosphere at all these events.

Cumbria

In Paul’s absence Brian was able to report that the regional AGM had been held in Askham in Furness on 18th September.  Ian Churchlow attended as NC observer and Paul had been re-elected as Regional Rep.

North West

Unfortunately, Tony had been extremely busy with work again these last couple of months.  What spare time he had has been spent lobbying MEP/MP’s over the 3rd DLD, and feeding back info to TB.  He has tried to assist Sarah with info on PTW parking in region, but is still waiting for feedback from most groups. 

As far as events go;

August 2005 Helped Liverpool & West Lancs MAG organise the first bike show to be included within the Scarisbrick Village Show.  The MAG Stall was well received by the locals.  Very good feedback received.

Organised the NW groups to attend a fellow biker's funeral in Chorley, as his last wish was a motorcycle "funeral cortege" at his funeral.  Well attended, much appreciated, and just received a cheque for MAG tonight, from the widow for £50 as a sign of her appreciation.

When time allowed, he took the MAG stall down to a couple of the “Fylde Coast Motorcycle Monday Night Meets” in St Annes, selling raffle tickets, and signing up a few members.  Even got our picture on their web-site.

September 2005 Spent a week helping out at “Stormin’ the Castle” rally again, and had an excellent time, as usual. (Bloody mad them Geordies!) 

Red Rose MAG arranged for the stall to be present at the BMF Motorcycle show at Rawtenstall for the second consecutive year.  Membership signings were down on last year, but this could have been down to the stalls poor location.

Future events include;

October 2005.

Invited by Lancashire Police to a meeting at their HQ at Hutton, Preston to discuss current situation in Lancashire in terms of biker deaths which will include causation factors etc.  Other key biking organisations such as the Lancashire Partnership for Road Safety, I.A.M. (Group and Regional), BMF, etc. will also be in attendance. 

November 2005 is our regional AGM, set to coincide with Liverpool & West Lancs first rally over the bonfire weekend, with the AGM on the Sunday, all welcome. 

East Anglia

Regional AGM – Shan Tedder was re-elected unopposed as regional rep.

West Norfolk MAG AGM - Val Taylor - re-elected as group rep. 

Norfolk MAG - has now closed down. Richard Clarke - the former Local Rep will remain as Political Officer for Norwich area 

Bury St Edmunds MAG donated another £1,500 to the MAG UK - making a total of £2,500 this year. 

Ipswich Contact - after discussion with Murray Webb - have unfortunately had to let Ipswich Contact go. 

Many thanks to Murray Webb - Eastern Regional Rep for being NC Observer 

3rd Annual Sugar Run - Organised this year by Val Taylor of West Norfolk MAG - very successful - 271kg of sugar collected.

Shan went on to join up with Bury St Edmunds MAG Pet Food Run. 

MAG Sport J's - mini moto race team - Signed another 3 members making a total of 8 at present with another 2 signing up at next practice session. Taster sessions are proving a success.  Another set of protectors has been purchased to fit larger riders.  Sports Council are considering us for a small grant - and have 'officially accepted' the team as a Club and will now be placed in the Sports Directory.  Currently awaiting decision from RAF Marham to use their race track on a weekly basis for practice with a monthly race.  Plus Norfolk Arena Speedway Track (Committee Member) is now undertaking the building of a special mini moto track for use by the project.  MAG Sport J's technical support are to design a tandem race bike suitable for a child with disabilities, the cost of which will be funded by the Moto KL project, and are also offering the use of a sidecar outfit again for use for a child with disabilities. 

Licence Directive - Both MAG Groups in the Region have participated in lobbying MEPs.  A webpage of responses is up on the Regional Website. 

Illegal riding of mini motos Currently liaising with Trevor Baird and Alan Waldron on mini moto and car park meet issue. 

NEC Stand - assisted Pete Walker by sourcing a Sports Bike to go on the MAG stand .

Round Norfolk Relay Race - 2 MAG Members assisted with protecting and guiding the runners. 

Secure Parking - Assisted Sarah of The Foundation in updating bike parking facilities.  Have taken Tescos Norfolk/Suffolk to task over their store parking. 

Regional Logo - Voting is currently taking place on an 'official' logo 

Where did you go down - Currently liaising with Stockton on Tees Council (with permission and thanks to Robin Straughan) on their UK Survey of bad roads, details of which are passed to Highways for remedial works. They are currently hosting a link to their handle or lose it website aimed at sports bike riders.  They are to carry a link for MAG 

North East Region have also indicated a wish to participate. DO ANY OTHER REGIONS WISH TO GET INVOLVED? 

Lady Bikers - Have forged a link with bikegirl website aimed at covering all aspects of riding and motorcycles, which is run by Feisty Racing - ladies who race.  Posting MAG events on their website and they are to carry a link for MAG. 

Re-vamped website 

Got a new bike and dropped it - they are a bugger these two wheel jobbies! 

Eastern

Started off by getting a very ill political officer to spend his time off work wisely by lobbying all our regions MEP’s (well it started off with local ones and kind of snowballed from there.) So would like to say a big thankyou to Mr Carrott for all the hard work he has put in on the 3DLD.

Been up to darkest north Lincolnshire to meet North East Lincolnshire MAG who have just formed and meet at the Leaking Boot in Cleethorpes.  Have agreed with Mr T to care take this branch as they are a damn site closer to me than they are to him, plus I have had dealings with the branch rep on previous occasions.  There are about 20 members so far and they look like they could become a fairly active group. 

Murray has also been chasing up the Road Studs that are becoming quite a feature on our roads now, having been in touch with the consultants that carried out the trialing of these road studs (hopefully Trev will have a copy of the letter received from Bradgate Consultants) basically there are several flaws in their testing regime.  They used three bike types, a sports bike, a cruiser and an off road with knobblies, that is about as good as it gets from my point of view.  They carried out ‘some’ short distance overtaking manoeuvres but did not have the bikes ‘banked’ over during these manoeuvres.  They have not carried out any ‘wet’ testing at all so we don’t know if a bike will slip when travelling over these studs (always good to know) and they did not use any small diameter wheeled bikes (i.e. mopeds/scooters) during testing.  Murray has, since receiving this reply written a letter to Alistair Darling asking for the removal of DFT approval for these studs until further testing is carried out.  This will be sent on my return from sunnier climes, as Trev is proof reading it for me as I type this.  I could be wrong and there could be no danger to PTW’s from these studs but until they prove this we could be accepting some fairly lethal ‘improvements’ on our roads.  Will update as and when I receive further info.  

Helped organise and run the now familiar Horncastle bike night and managed to raise a few quid for the fighting fund (£127 profit after purchasing further supplies) unfortunately a motorcyclist was killed on the evening of the event travelling either from another bike night being held in Willingham woods or to the other bike night.  This could have an affect on our bike nights in future, only time will tell.

Attended East Anglia AGM, made a few new friends and took some pretty decent pictures of them presenting a cheque for £1200 for the fighting fund.

Written to all affiliated clubs in the region and had contact back from two of them with the result of getting an invite down to Herts. to visit the III rivers chapter of HOG and give a talk about MAG.  Also was approached at Horncastle Bike night by another club who are interested in affiliating.  Hereward MAG are also talking to a club that is looking into affiliation which would bring us up to about 9 affiliated clubs in the region.

Attended the Tsunami Soiree and was led astray by the wicked people of Yorkshire and the bad people from NE Lincs MAG (one of whom swears he was skiing in the Alps that weekend).   Also had a very interesting conversation with a nice young lady from Hull Constabulary during the Humber bridge demo (and that is all I am saying on that subject!)

And finally… replied to Lincolnshire provisional LTP (after some severe harranging by my secretary to pull my finger out and get it done.) They did actually manage to include motorcycles in this one, which is a step up from the last one.

Southern, South Wales & West Midland regions

No advance e-mail reports were received from these regions and due to an extremely full agenda at the NC there was not time to hear reports from these regions at the meeting.
8
Public Affairs Director Political Report

Overview

The main aspects of the political work are contained in this report.  The majority of the time in this period has been taken up by the lobbying and issues surrounding the Third EU Driing Licence Directive in Europe.  Plus the back Ground work on the demo in Brussels.

Crash Barriers

Still an on going campaign and document details are in Network and online there and at MAG UK website.

Article produced for Network and ‘The Road’ which now also features asking the Transport Minister that no more Wire Rope Barriers be fitted in the UK.

Two of the riders’ organisations in Europe that were part of the FEMA working group on crash barriers, MAG Netherlands and NMCU in Norway, have both held demos and NMCU have been given promises by their Government, that no more wire-rope barriers will be fitted in Norway.

A resounding success for NMCU while MAG Netherlands continue their fight against wire-rope barriers by organising a protest ride in September to underline motorcyclists’ objections to the use of cable barriers (or wire rope fences) along Dutch roads.

To visualise the dangers of cable barriers the riders took it upon themselves to make the barrier ‘motorcyclist friendly’ by covering it with straw bales.

Action: Still need more lobbying on this

Third Driving Licence Directive and Demo

Well I think we can say that this was a resounding success between MAG and the BMF and the support of MCN.

Full pictures are at www.network.mag-uk.org/brusselsdemo05.html
A big thanks to all those that attended and apologies to those that missed the start of the demo due to the Police changing the location at the last minute.

Also thanks to Mike Nattrass, mEP from UKIP and his staff for their support of the demo and an offer to join him in Europe in the future on a “tour” of the EU Parliament.

What Next

The action on the Licence Directive is not over yet will extend into 2006 as the UK Government seem intent in drawing out the process of the Directive.  They seem to not want to act on their Presidency of the EU to open negotiations on what is now the “Luxembourg Compromise” and progress a common position in the Transport Council. 

The compromise is the worst possible scenario for the motorcycle part of the directive on age limits and access to motorcycling. 

The advice from the FEMA Secretariat is, “that this could now be December and could be passed onto the Austrian Presidency (which is not expected to be interested in pressing on with this either). So it could well be that it may take a few more months before the Common Position is back in the European Parliament.”

“Once the Common Position is taken, irrespective of when, the EP will have four months to address it (or choose not to address/amend the Common Position and therefore accept it as it is – as indicated in the co-decision procedure).” 

Our, MAG/BMF position is still at present to withdraw the motorcycle part.

This has been a tactical move in the strategy, we may not have a chance to achieve this and have the motorcycle issue put back for open discussion, but it serves to highlight the issue and by using the demo can push that we have major concerns.  

This does not mean that we have excluded ourselves from lobbying MEPs and discussions with the “legislators” and puts us in a strong position on not expecting the compromises.

A letter reminding MEPs on the success of the demo would not go amiss.

We will be publishing on the MAG website a short list of responses from MEPs and those that have not responded or still need to be contacted.  

We are now discussing a mass lobby of parliament to further highlight the issue to Government and MPs.

Motorcycle Community in Europe

The FEMA Secretariat with ACEM and FIM have produced a lobby document on changing the compromises.

Deletion of training or testing between A2 and A

· It is unjustified because the rider is already licensed and has acquired enough experience (2 years).

· Represents an unnecessary and costly barrier actually discouraging riders from the progressive approach.

· Creates an additional burden for the national administrations.

· For these reasons, and specifically due to the absence of any benefit in terms of road safety, testing between A2 and A was cancelled in Germany and is not in use in any of the Member States.

Deletion of the upwards derogation for moped access age (17 and 18 years old).

We support the initial Commission proposal: AM 16 with derogation downward to 14, as also supported by the European Parliament in its first reading.

The flexibility – upwards to 18 – as established in the Luxembourg compromise is not justified and goes against the logic of progressive access to PTWs.  There is no added value to institutionalise so wide potential disharmony because:

· Category AM/Mopeds are small vehicles limited to a maximum speed of 45 km/hr by construction, and almost all are equipped with automatic transmission therefore easy to use on a daily basis.

· AM vehicles are mostly used within the urban environment, facilitate individual mobility, they do not have parking problems and can play a major role in reducing urban congestion.

· Given the moderate costs (initial and maintenance) they are affordable means of transport (some of them cost less than 1000€) thus playing a social function and giving the younger generation and citizens with limited financial resources in particular, more educational and professional opportunities.

· Limited flexibility as regards access ages.

We believe that there is too much flexibility left to Member States regarding access ages.  This flexibility should be eliminated for the sake of harmonisation and better enforcement.  This would further contribute to the completion of the internal market and ensure equality of treatment for all EU citizens.  We think that access ages to A1, A2 and A categories should be set without derogation.  Therefore, we support A1 at 16, A2 at 18, thus linking it with the access age (18 years) for category B, and A (progressive) at 20.  The Council Political Agreement of last October had set without exception (downward or upward) A2 at 18 both for progressive access and for direct access, as already harmonised by Second DL Directive (now transposed and in force in all Member States).

If the above was not acceptable by the Council due to persistent irreconcilable positions amongst Member States, we think that the higher harmonisation along the lines pursued by the Commission, could be achieved by at least doing away with the extreme option (A1 18, A2 20 and A 22) and allowing only one year flexibility hence A1 17, A2 19 and A21.


A1
2 Years
A2
2 Years
A

Preferred
16

18

20

Compromise
16>17

18>19

20>21

Not Supported
16>18

18>20

20>22

Category AM: Mopeds limited to a maximun speed of 45 km/h

Category A1: motorcycles with a cylinder capacity not exceeding 125 cubic centimetres, of a power not exceeding 11kW and with a power/weight ratio not exceeding 01 kW/kg.

Category A2: motorcycles, with or without a sidecar, of a power not exceeding 35kW, a power/weight ratio not exceeding 0.2 kW/kg and not derived from a vehicle of more than double its power.

Category A: motorcycles with or without sidecar.

But what we cannot comprehend, as set out in the table is saying what you do not support, what you recommend and the stating a compromise.  You do not go to the negotiating table and show your full hand before you start.

The preferred license access position noise from the UK Government suggests they would not support 16 year olds on 125 cc machines and definitely not 14 year olds on mopeds as in other EU Countries.

One issue is that EU countries do not as the UK derogate downwards to 17 years, this is lost in the directive as is Direct Access moved upwards to 24 years.

Our stance is that harmonisation does not work, we could say we may be part of Europe but we are not European. 

What will work in parts of Europe will not work in the UK, our licensing system is draconian enough as it is.

It is already a stepped access system based on age access, we do not need or want this forced on us from Europe.

Gerard Livett will be giving a presentation on the Driving license Directive and why we say no.

Others

The Motor Cycle Industry Association (MCIA) in the UK have voiced their opinion on the economic impact of this directive which will have aseriously detrimental outcome in the UK for manufacturers, dealers, trainers and other sectors in the industry.

For example, Triumph Motorcycles is a significant player in the UK bike market and a large exporter to Europe of motorcycles over 650cc.  Employing more than 1000 workers it is the last remaining UK-owned volume producer of motor vehicles. 

The MCIA has also pointed out that the European Commission is attempting to reduce its excessive bureaucratic activity by withdrawing 68 of the 183 directives which are currently under consideration.

The Commission argue that it will only propose legislation in the future that will add value.

The European Commission has identified three tests:

· Does this regulation have potentially adverse effects on competitiveness?

· Have impact assessments been carried out? Or is a more thorough impact assessment necessary?

· Does substantial new scientific evidence, market developments or societal changes justify a review of the approach chosen?

In all cases, the motorcycle aspects of the 3rd Driving License Directive fail these tests.

A fair point we think and well worth mentioning in the future.

Again please prevail on your Local Group Reps and members to lobby on this.

Bridge Demo

A protest ride out took place from the Tsunami Soiree to the Humber Toll Bridge, which charges £1.10 for motorcycles.

This followed on from a similar larger protest ride last year, despite intensive lobbying the Bridge Board have refused to move or even compromise on reducing or making the toll free for motorcycles.

The protest ride was only 30 motorcycles strong but we managed to create a large tail back and the interests of the police.

National Motorcycle Council (NMC)

The delivery of the Governments’ national motorcycle strategy is still progressing.

One of the original task forces on ‘Motorcycle Technical Engineering and Environmental Issues” is meeting in October.

The Motorcycle Strategy will be discussed focussing on:

Motorcycle Assessment

A-Pillars

Anti Theft

MAIDS

Braking Knowledge

Tyres

Daytime Lights

Helmet Fitting

Mirrors

Diesel Spills

Noise

Emissions Performance

Some old favourites in there which don’t seem to want to go away.

Mini Motor Bikes and Car Park Meets

The setting up of a working group to discuss and offer solutions to the problems of Mini Moto bikes and car park meets.

This is an issue that is making the headlines and politicians are picking up on.

The issue is seen as a “motorcycling” problem and motorcycling is being  tarred with the same brush with the use of illegal “bikes” on the road and problems of them being ridden off road.

Car park meets has focused on young riders on their mopeds making a “nuisance” we already have had the police force the closure of some motorcycle meets.

There are plenty of examples of best practice offering a solution out there from Shan Tedder and MAG Sport Juniors (MAG Sport J) John Thomson I Southern Region on solving issues with a motorcycle meeting.

Some Councils and police forces have offered solutions instead of bans and heavy police enforcement.

Trevor saw the working group looking at issues, give advice on illegal/legal use and gather examples of best practice solutions.

Diesel Spills Rally

Attended the diesel spills rally from the Ace Café in London.

Heavily sponsored by the BMF the rally attracted over 2,500 riders on what turned out to be a very wet day.  They presented their second report to Government and will continue the campaign.

They have been invited to attend the ‘Motorcycle Technical Engineering and Environmental Issues” meeting.

DfT Advertising

The DfT are producing a new campaign to follow on from their “Perfect Day” video.

This time the video will focus on car drivers and SMIDSY accidents at junctions.

At the meeting we were presented with two draft scripts and the best one was a modernisation of the old Think Once Think Twice Think Bike campaign.

The media company engaged to carry out the work had completed an in depth look at the problems on the issue and definitely had done their homework, most impressive.

We will see the final script and the campaign is to be launched early next year for TV and Radio.

FEMA

Trevor with fellow MAG FEMA representative Elaine Hardy (National Research Officer) attended the FEMA executive and Full committee meeting in Brussels in October (and the August Executive meeting) 

Being on the same day as the demo ride the decision was to have full representation at the FEMA meetings in October and they were joined by MAG chairman Ian Moore.

With the divergence by the UK riders groups on the approach by the FEMA Secretariat regarding the License Directive the meetings were lively to say the least.

It was agreed overall that the UK organisations would call for the removal of the motorcycle part of the license directive while the Secretariat would continue its approach on lobbying and discussions.

Due to the importance of discussions at FEMA the FEMA President and General Secretary will be attending the National Committee meeting in October.

FEMA Policy and Mission Statements

Elaine has worked on the drafting of these with the working group within FEMA.  These were presented to the full committee and they were asked to respond by the end of December for comments and necessary changes.

FEMA Oil Awareness Campaign – 

An awareness campaign to encouraging use of synthetic oil in 2-stroke engines.

This is tied up with emission directives and emission testing.

The FEMA Secretariat from their meetings on the issue stated that the European Commision (EC) confirmed that no legislation was necessary for new 2-stroke vehicles.

ACEM (European manufacturers’ representative) stated that production of these vehicles will continue in the future, although diminishing in numbers as more 4-stroke technology will be used.

According to the EC, the focus should be on older vehicles.

The FEMA awareness campaign in favour of the use of synthetic oils for 2-stroke engines was discussed and will at this stage be launched before the end of the year.

FEMA views the campaign as a contribution to the environment, which will also help old technology vehicles to continue being able to access city centres where this is becoming more difficult (eg. Paris)

Anyone requiring more in depth information was urged to contact Trevor.

Infrastructure Strategy

Originally the goal was to use the FEMA’Road to success’ on motorcycle friendly crash barriers within the institutions and parliament as a campaign focusing on the issue.

This was expanded by the FEMA Secretariat to include the whole road infrastructure within the work they complete in Europe.

· Improved and better maintained existing road infrastructure.

· All new road infrastructure and furniture to be developed and installed with PTWs in mind e.g. traffic-calming humps and signage etc.

· Promote best practices for road construction and maintenance and to encourage the use of motorcycle friendly crash barriers and promote the regular updating of CEN standards – e.g. 1317.

· The adoption of the proposed directive aiming at harmonisation of the criteria for identifying “black spots”, and the means of making their presence known to users.

· The adoption of harmonised Community signs and motorist information taking into account the needs of all vulnerable road users.

· The adoption of a European legal framework to support safer road design & management which would establish which auditing procedures are required at the design , pre-opening and operational stages of roads to ensure they meet all safety standards; harmonise accident data collection and mapping to ensure road authorities, traffic engineers and road users share a common understanding of accident risk rates and casualty reduction potential; promote a European culture of safe road design, above all for vulnerable road users (cyclists, motorcyclists and pedestrians); and set up expert networks and common reporting mechanisms enabling “best in Europe” approaches to self-explaining roads and forgiving roadsides.

It was agreed that the message from the ‘Road to Success’ should be diluted and would be featured heavily in the strategy.

ACEM Specific Targeted Research Project (STREP) on MC safety

This project would aim at contributing to the objectives of the Road Safety Action Programme of halving the number of fatalities on EU roads, and specifically focus on technical and scientific research related to preventative safety (before a collision occurs).

The project will look at conspicuity, different coloured/angled headlights, using diode lights of different colours and vehicle to vehicle communications ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems), warning drivers and riders of approaching vehicles by sound or warning lights in or on vehicles.

FEMAs input would be to support the surveys undertaken amongst motorcyclists at the beginning and at the end of the project, through FEMA and member organisations willing to co-operate, with the aim of expressing the riders’ views on the proposed solutions within the project to enhance motorcyclists safety in a preventative way.

We mentioned that the organisations members that were surveyed should have access to the base data and expressed our concerns on this project and implications on MAGs position on electronic vehicle control and the compulsory use of lights.

This seems like a quick fix by industry to reach targets in the EU Road Safety Action Plan to reduce casualties by 50% by 2010.

Memorial Simon Milward

It was agreed to look into an award commemorating Simon Milward which would be presented to those who have served motorcycling and their community.

We already have the memorial ride organised by the South East Region but we need to firm up a decision for a possible award at the AGC and national promotion – support of the memorial ride.

Fiscal

Tested a tracking system from Retrieve called Boomerang

Visited sites for MAG at the Donnington GP.

Liaising on NEC show

Tied up advertising at the BSB at Cadwell Park.

Commercial aspects.

Usual day to day running of the office.

Trevor Baird Director Of Public Affairs (MAG UK)


Tel: +44 (0)870 444 8 448

Fax: +44 (0)870 444 8 449

Email public-affairs@mag-uk.org
www.mag-uk.org     www.network.mag-uk.org
9. Board Meeting Report Back

1. MAG Stand

Pete Walker gave a report to the board on the national MAG stall.  Shows had been analysed to determine feasibility and coverage.  As a result of this analysis it had been agreed that the National Stand would be at the following shows and events: 

Ally Pally, The Scottish bike Show, The January Northern Irish Show, The Welsh Shows, Bikesafe in Cheltenham, Thundersprint, NABD, The Farmyard, Stormin the Castle, Beaulieu, Goodwood and possibly the isle of Man, however the BMF show had been discounted due to previous poor returns.  

The stand would feature riders rights issues without the distractions of MBNA and the raffle.  The stand would still be dependent on the regions to help out with manning the stand, but the fixed listing of events would allow events to planned better.

2. MAG Insurance

e-bike online a link from the MAG domain is required to enable benefits to MAG and members to be accrued.  MAGinsure.co.uk domain name to be registered and linked to MAG UK web site.

Agreed

Currently e-bike only cover unmodified bikes discussions are taking place to extend cover to the custom/trike market.  Though quotes for standard machines are cheaper than other insurers.

3. The Road

Regional reps were reminded of their commitment to sell 10 copies of the road via newsagents/other outputs.  Unsold copies are to be returned to MAG central and a record is to be kept by each region and passed to central for feedback.

4. Bikesafe

The Board recommended sponsorship of Bikesafe to a capped limit of £1000.

Agreed

An advert is to be placed in the A4 magazine.

Bikesafe has now been pulled together nationally with money from ACPO, MCIA magazine, shows bike shops etc.

A small machines urban scooters and mopeds has been developed with NVQ – Pass Plus status.

Action Derwen to pass information to Trevor for Dave Elrick
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Foundation Report

Car Collision Project:
Sarah has e-mailed Sofia Marcal Whittles, who is on leave this week. We are hoping to receive a reply next week, with an outline of how the project is going to be approached by the DfT.  Once we receive that outline we can then consider how we support the study.  In the meantime, we have gathered existing information and studies around the subject. 

Secure Car Park Project: We are awaiting responses from a handful of councils, and are chasing these, the bulk of the information has now been gathered however and we have been working on some edits this week.  A-Z are looking to produce a UK wide A5 booklet on secure bike parking funded through sales of security product companies.

Post Training project: We have produced a questionnaire that we will be using at the NEC at the end of the month, based on the feedback from this, we will be able to tailor the project more.

Sponsorship for MAG Sport J: We have received the proposal, completed a MAG Foundation Sponsorship form, and had bank details, a cheque has been issued and sent to the team, from Regional Rep East Anglia.

MAG Sport J’s: Mini moto race team.  Signed another 3 members making a total of 8 at present with another 2 signing up at the next practice session.  Taster sessions are proving a success.  Another set of protectors has been purchased to fit larger riders.  The Sports Council are considering us for a small grant – and have ‘officially accepted’ the team as a club which will now be placed in the Sports Directory.

Currently awaiting a decision from RAF Marham to use their race track on a weekly basis for practice with a monthly race.  Plus Norfolk Arena Speedway Track is now undertaking the building of a special mini moto track for use by the project.

MAG Sport J’s technical support are to design a tandem race bike suitable for a child with disabilities, the cost of which will be funded by the Moto KL project, and are also offering the use of a sidecar outfit again for use for a child with disabilities.

Promotion – Lincolnshire Press: Spread over 6 papers, £600 Net, half to be paid by MAG UK, half by MAG Foundation.  Spoke to Sonnette (pronounced Sonny) Friday morning 7th Oct, still receiving very positive feedback on the spread, they received a letter today from Dynojet (the advertisers on the back of the spread) thanking the paper, reporting that they were still receiving seriously high responses to the ad.  A hard copy is held and an electronic copy has been requested.

They are looking at running another at the end of March, as the biking season re-starts, this has been discussed with local police and road safety, who are behind a refresher article, this time looking at 6-8 page spread.

Sponsorship – Think Bike: We received the stickers from Der at the last meeting.  Some of which had already been put on the bike, these should have been paid for by now, a total of £48.18 inc. VAT, for 50 of each sticker.  We have contacted Nigel for some feedback on where the bike’s been showcased etc.
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Proposal : Setting up working Group on Mini Motos – Illegal Riding etc.

Shan Tedder presented a report on Mini Motos and car park meets.

Mini Motos

Retailing of Mini Motos
Cheap imitations of the product appears to be of quality – unfortunately although the untrained eye will perceive that the ‘goods are fit for purpose’ – they are not.  The bikes are sold in all manner of retailers and are designed as a toy.  Prices average between £100 to £250 and the bike often starts to fail quite quickly with no spare parts available, the ‘manuals’ are often badly written containing incorrect information and lack any form of identity of the Manufacturer.  In comparison Blata mini motos retailed through Motorcycle Dealerships cost approximately £700 and a full range of replacement parts are available.

The consequence of purchase of the imitations are: A limited time of enjoyment before the bike begins to break down and parts are unavailable.  The engine capacity is capable of propelling the bike at  speeds of up to 30mph, but poor quality manufacturing means that this could be potentially fatal as various parts of the bike are flawed or weak resulting in such problems as cracked fairings, and brake units disintergrating or worse.

Solution - The cheap imported mini motos should be removed from the commercial market.  Quality mini motos should only be offered through recognised motorcycle dealerships.

Riding of Mini Motos

As this product is perceived as a toy due to its price and the type of retailer offering it for sale.  It is believed that the majority of the general public are not aware that it is illegal to use these bikes on public highways and in public places.

Publicity in the general press is now highlighting this issue, but huge numbers of these bikes have been sold, and parents find themselves in a difficult position whereby a bike has been purchased, and they are now required to ban their child from riding it.  Thus they are prepared to take a ‘chance’ for the sake of peace and quiet.  Various Authorities are issuing threats from banning them, to fines to ASBO’s.

There is an obvious bias in the fat that these are motorcycles.  When the skateboarding trend started, the Authorities took the trend on board and promptly began to open Skateboard parks (at huge cost) despite the fact that the collision factors of a skateboard equate to the danger level of riding a mini moto.

Solution – Go Kart Track Owners should be advised of the financial gain to be had from offering special Mini Moto Track Days whereby owners bring  owners bring and ride their own bikes for a set fee of approximately £20 for the day.

As the cost of building and running special tracks to run mini moto would be prohibitive – Local Authorities should be encouraged to subsidise go kart track event days for ‘special day’ use of the track by mini moto owners on a regular basis.  Thus the health and safety and insurance issues can be properly dealt with by the owners of the track – It makes it affordable to the general public, thus discouraging use in unauthorised public places.

Car Park Meets

Popular with mini moto owners, young riders on 50cc scooters/motorcycles, and car enthusiasts.  The popularity of these meets is simple – where else can they meet? Average age is 16/17 years old thus they are too young to meet at dedicated venues such as public houses.

Shans experience of these meets is that they are simply a  gathering in order to admire and network with other riders and drivers.  Authorities such as the police and Councils automatically perceive youngsters meeting as a group as a potential nuisance based purely on prejudice against this particular age group and the types of vehicles gathering.

Solution – A dedicated Council owned car park should be provided in each area whereby all legal bikes and cars could meet – this would contain meetings to one place and thus over-seeing the meets would become simple and probably only involve one Marshall.  This would do away with the costs and manpower of Police and other Authority observation at numerous locations within a town.

Although the DfT have put out a document on this they have failed to take onboard our comments.

Trevor thanked Shan for her input and proposed that a working group be set up to examine the problems and produce a document indicating best practice on mini motos and car park meets.  This was seconded by Alan Waldron.

Agreed

12
Fortune 500 – Raising funds

Steve agreed to put off discussion of this concept until the next NC to allow more time for other business.  Though it was pointed out that if this was used to fund the Foundation the returns would be £1.30 in the pound due to tax refunds.
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Third Driving License Directive

Gerard Livett (Uncle Sol) gave a presentation on the Third Driving License Directive.  This Directive still has not achieved baseline agreement and while the latest compromise position from FEMA was an improvement this still needed to be agreed, and it was strange that we should have revealed or compromise position prior to pressing our preferred arrangement.

He indicated that as a result it was important to keep up our letter writing to MEP’s.

He drew the NC’s attention to comments from Antonio Perlot (FEMA General Secretary).  While in FEMA’s newsletter he had indicated that “Rather than looking for quick fixes by unreasonably limiting access to these vehicles, devising a better access to Powered Two Wheelers means focusing on the relevance of experience rather than age” which was in line with the findings of the MAIDS research.  During a Road Safety conference he had indicated that vulnerable road users were often ignored while car drivers are catered for.  Antonio also saw additional training and enforcement as key in reducing casualties.  When questioned directly on the appropriate age for citizens to have access to motorcycles he had stated “that there are many views on this, but if we are to encourage people to use smaller bikes and progress, we need to limit access by age.”

These later comments were not seen as particularly helpful in obtaining satisfactory changes to the 3rd DL directive. Sol indicated that the UK situation was interesting and confirmed the findings of MCIA and others that the key factor in reducing accidents was experience.  In rights of way types of accidents the causation was often due to other drivers negligence or failing to see or recognise PTW’s.  In this area one of the primary drivers was that of other road users expecting to encounter PTWs and the findings after the introduction of the London congestion scheme were that where two wheeled numbers had increase there were fewer accidents.  While in the congestion zone this could in part be as a result of fewer cars to collide with PTWs this trend was apparent across Greater London and that in part this must be as a result of increased expectancy of PTWs.

Sol drew the NCs attention to the correlation between the number of riders on the road and legislation affecting PTWs.  Pointing out that in every case where additional burdens and barriers had been placed on motorcyclists in obtaining their licence.  PTW numbers had fallen so that currently they represented only 1 to 2% of the vehicles on the road.  In the same period accident rates had fallen as use had increased.  Indicating that more PTWs on the road results in us being safer in proportion.

Thus the 3rd DLD by making it harder for new riders to take to the road and consequently decreasing our numbers on the road increases the risk for individuals.  So our safety is compromised by the DLD and the treat it posses to motorcycling in the UK.

14 MAG FEMA Relationship

Antonio Perlot (FEMA General Secretary) addressed the NC.  He stated that FEMA were not looking at quick solutions but were taking a more long term view.  He realised that there was a balance to be struck between road safety and mobility.  Improvements in safety can be achieved by better training and there was a need for better training in parts of Europe, but that the directive failed to take adequate account of causation of accidents by other road users.  The proposed introduction of health and sight tests by the directive were to be welcomed.  Though he agreed that PTW safety was affected by the expectation of other road user and that we are increasingly exposed as numbers decrease.  Therefore improved access equates to improved safety.

He indicated that there were very different ways of experiencing motorcycling across the 25 Member States of the EU.  FEMA needed to address the issues to counter the proposals of the institutions, but harmonisation was a key goal of the EU.  Progressive access could help with providing the necessary experience to help riders, but FEMA did not believe that additional training would be necessary after A2 standard is achieved.  Direct Access at 24 across Member states was also seen as an acceptable compromise.  Antonio stressed that while FEMA would do their utmost to influence decisions it had to be recognised that do not make the decisions but can only influence them.

Kase Mayer President of FEMA spoke to the NC on the way forward for MAGUK – FEMA relationship.  The ingredients had been found to improve the relationship.  These included discussions in the open and improving dialog.  The communication problems exposed by this issue were being addressed and improved.  Now if FEMA conflicts with a member organisations’ position the matter needs to be openly debated.  FEMA’s Mission and Policy statements, although still under review, were a major step forward in providing the framework for a stable, accountable and defined way of conducting their work.

Questions and comments were invited from the NC.

The derogation upwards suggested by the UK Government was seen as anti-bike and FEMA were pressed to continue to push for harmonisation along the lines of the preferred position.  As it stands stepped access was not good for the UK culture and road conditions.  This could be changed  if access to AM at 14 and A1 at 16 was achieved, providing an incentive to take to two wheels rather than being attracted to cars at 17.  Although it had to be borne in mind that A1 machines were not ideal for use on the trunk road network, due to the

imposed restrictions and forcing riders to stay on these machines for two years could be counter to the aims of increasing mobility.

Antonio and Kase were thanked for their contribution by the NC and thanked the NC for allowing them to address the meetng.

15. AOCB

Fergus indicated that since returning to NCLO role he had identified a need for Roving Reps effectively reps without the portfolio of a fixed group to assist members in areas without group cover in organising campaigns and dealing with local issues.  He proposed that this concept be tried out to see if it could assist in strengthening MAG’s presence in otherwise poorly represented areas.  Alan Waldron seconded the proposal.

Agreed

Derwen indicated that Gloucester MAG were looking to provide entertainment and camping for next years Bikesafe event in Cheltenham.  He was advised to speak to Pete Walker for guidance in setting up the camping.

Ian Moore indicated that a deal had been struck with Donnington Park to provide a secure camping area with entertainment at the GP.  In 2000 numbers at the GP had been dropping off so MAG had provided this facility and numbers had increased ensuring the extension of the GP contract.  After a couple of years where local difficulties had precluded this arrangement this year the event was definitely going ahead.  There would be a 1000 limit for pre book only with MAG members getting £5 back.  

Meeting closed at 4.40 pm.
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