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MAG National Committee Meeting

10th December 2005

Masonic Hall, Rugby

1
Present

	Ian Moore 
	Chairman

	Jane Chisholm
	Vice Chair

	Ian Mutch
	President

	Ian Churchlow 
	Director  

	Trevor Baird
	Director of Public Affairs

	Justine Travis 
	Finance Director

	Fergus O’Connell
	National Clubs Liaison Officer

	Andrew Davies
	Regional Rep - South Wales

	Gerard Livett
	Director & Regional Rep – Greater London

	Andy Timms 
	Regional Rep - Yorkshire & N Lincs

	Eddie Lowe
	Regional Rep – West Midlands

	Tony Cox 
	Regional Rep – North West

	Paul Turner
	Regional Rep – Cumbria

	Steve Wykes
	Regional Rep – Scotland

	John Mitchell 
	Director & Regional Rep – South East

	Derwen Hinds 
	NC Liaison – Western Region

	Stuart Duckworth
	Observer – Western Region (Webmaster)

	Robin Straughan 
	Regional Rep – North East

	Murray Webb
	Regional Rep - Eastern

	Neil Stevenson
	Observer

	Bryan Chapman
	Observer - Western Region (Swindon Rep)

	Chris Redhead
	Observer - Thames Valley (Wycombe Rep)

	Rob Easthope
	Observer - Thames Valley (West Oxen Rep)


Meeting commenced 10:00 Hrs

2 Apologies

Archi Hipkins (National Network Communications Officer), Elaine Hardy (National Research Officer), Mike Baker (South West), John Thomson (Director & Regional Rep - Southern), Gary Olphert (Secretary Northern Ireland), Alan Waldron (Regional Rep – East Midlands), Simon O’Connor (Essex & Herts), Shan Tedder (East Anglia)

3
Removal of any item not deemed by NC to be appropriate or related to Regional Reps

No items were identified for removal.

4
Minutes of last Meeting - matters of correctness

The Minutes of the last NC were reviewed and after some minor amendments the minutes were accepted.


NC minutes – Proposed Robin Straughan, seconded Andrew Davis 

Vote unanimous

5. Matters arising 

1. Justine indicated that having looked at the re-instatement of the rainy day fund, this type of fund was now illegal under new legislation aimed at reducing money laundering and a high interest deposit account was being investigated instead.  

Action Ongoing

2. John Mitchell reported that Tony Carter  (TC) had agreed to remain as Treasurer and possibly deputy rep. 

6
Appointments and Resignations

Alan Waldron Regional Rep – East Midlands was resigning.

John Mitchell was standing down from his regional reps post in the South East at their AGM tomorrow, but would continue to be involved as a director. 

7. National Officer Reports – Chairman, Vice Chairman, Finance Director, Clubs Officer, National Network Communications Officer, National Research Officer and Regional Reps reports

National officers presented their reports.  

Chairman’s Report

Ian Moore said that he was encouraged that membership continued to be on the increase and it was hoped that full membership would top 10,000 when all the applications from the NEC show were processed.  He was particularly pleased with the reception of our new publication ‘The Road’ which was receiving very positive feedback which could only enhance MAG’s reputation.  Elaine Hardy was conducting a membership analysis to try and identify areas for improvement in retention and recruitment.

We have a breathing space with regards to the Third Driving Licence Directive following Germany's objection on the cost of implementing changes to their driving licences, during Britain's presidency of the EU.  While Austria were not expected to deal with the directive during their tenure.  Despite this it was vital to keep up the pressure on this ill conceived legislation.

Vice Chairman’s Report

Jane Chisholm referred the NC to her Vice Chairman’s report e-mailed prior to the meeting where she outlined her activities to date, which included:-

4th - 6th Nov
Worked at NEC show Birmingham 

26th - 29th Oct 
Visited Ian Moore France 

15th Oct 
Organised Yorkshire AGM, Venue, Food, Accommodation Entertainment 

Interview with radio York on future venue for the Farmyard Party and implications for camping near rivers. 

Weekends discussion with Trevor Baird on systems and structures in MAG. 

Numerous conversations and discussions re Farmyard Party, Into the Valley, The Yorkshire Pudding Rally, Standing Orders and work with the Foundation. 

Established 4 Newsagents outlets for sale of the Road. With that and personal contacts sold 40 copies. 

Booked venue, accommodation, food and trainers for the Activists Training weekend 13th - 15th January, near Leeds.
Finance Directors Report

Justine indicated that the Foundation had received £5.5 k from the process of the raffle. Costs for the production of "The Road" was less than costs previously associated with production of "Streetbiker" at around £1 a copy. 

The Farmyard Party's Marshall’s flood appeal had raise £16,300 and had now been closed.  Claims to the value of £11 k had been processed and a further £4.5 k or so were outstanding with £500 due to be donated to the river rye appeal. 

Justine was asked what the position was with regards to events were put on in the name of the Foundation.  She indicated that if events were put on in the name of the Foundation then profits must go to the Foundation. It was possible to obtain some of the benefits of raising funds for the Foundation by advertising events with "Part of the Profits to the MAG Foundation" although in this case some of the profits must be made to the MAG Foundation.

National Clubs Liaison Officer’s Report

I have had a few enquiries from clubs following my bit in Network. To which I have replied. The number of clubs remains steady.

I have further liased with Mr Mutch over the club page to expand it a bit so that the clubs feel more included. I believe we pull in quite a few individual members from clubs, though this is impossible to quantify. I want to see a greater amount of contact between the clubs and myself and hence the NC. The club page may well achieve this.

The local free magazine I have written for has been published and now has a MAG page; it is widely available throughout Lincs. and seems fairly popular (lets face it, if it is free it will be). Have sent further stuff for the next issue.

I have organised a party locally, which actually takes place this Saturday. Advance ticket sales have gone well and we expect to at least break even if not make a profit. It will be feast or famine. It has been a good team building exercise if nothing else should be a good night and will help bring the group together. I am very optimistic about the fledgling group, have planned various other social events for the winter months to get folk involved. We are also moving ahead on the political front locally and will have the local councils traffic chap visiting us after Yule.

I have spent a lot of time running around badgering and cajoling folk to buy tickets. Though we have about 50 local members attendance at meetings are stuck at about a dozen but I put that down to the time of year.

Sold a few copies of the Road and got it into a couple of shops. Visited a couple of local pubs on a purely social basis. Will do the hard sell in the New Year.

Have put together a rough revamp of the affiliate clubs handout booklet. There is no point in going to print with it as yet until the PLI issue is sorted.

I also attended the Yorkshire AGM as NC observer and the following party.

He had also attended a local scooter club's selection box run and was fairly confident he could get them to affiliate.

National Network Communication Officer’s Report

As is evident itself the Network is still getting published, still a paucity of items from Regions and Local Groups.

Much of my time is also being spent on Gateshead LTP, Tyne & Wear LTP and Northumberland LTP with almost bi-weekly meetings.

Upshot of Northumberland LTP they are taking on board the stuff on the Bike guard crash barrier and it is being assessed. More on that when I have it!

Stormin’ The Castle meeting went very well, the donation to the MAG fighting fund was agreed subject to the accounts and the AGM of the company [Stormin’ The Castle Ltd] which will be in February next year.

Dropped the bike at the beginning of November in a gentle tumble from an emergency stop, thought I only had bruising to my arm but in fact it is a chipped radius near to the elbow, ban pedestrians!

More contacts being developed with other pressure groups which is proving fruitful. One such is an article on a case which will be in January Network:

 

"A case that has massive national implications.
Campaigner's Speed Case Victory forces Northumbria Police to Change Evidence Procedures"

 

This case exposes:

1.
Failure by the courts to establish whether Police had followed correct procedures in attempting to contact the alleged offender

2.
Failure by the courts to ask any questions with regard to the evidence submitted by the Police; in this instance simply two letters were sent out by first class post

3.
Failure by the Police to establish any evidence as to the existence of the alleged offender.

4.
An absolute injustice, which is being replicated in tens of thousands of other cases across the country

5.
A victory, which can now lead to the re-opening of tens of thousands of other cases.

6.
An admission by Northumbria Police that they are to change their procedures.

The People's No Campaign will assist with information and advice on this matter and has a legal team waiting to handle any cases. 

Simply e-mail  mail@thepeoplesnocampaign.co.uk
or call 0845 147 2006

or write to:

The People's No Campaign
12 Frederick Street
Sunderland
SR1 1NA

This will be of great interest to a number of riders, if the number of them that I know who have been similarly criminalised by such methods is any guide.

National Research Officer’s Report

Regional Reps Reports

Scotland
A busy couple of months North of the Border. 

Oct 23 - MAG Scotland AGM 

Successful regional AGM with all office bearers elected back into office. A few ideas to help try and boost numbers. 

DVLA Motorcycle Registrations list can be obtained – Mailshot?

‘Why join MAG?’ – Reasons to join - Suggest more bias/emphasis on local issues to relate more directly to members and highlight potential impact on individuals. However we must not lose sight of the FUN part of motorcycling and the social benefits of membership.

Be active in writing to MP/MEP/MSP’s on issues as they’re obliged to respond

More Joint Working with the BMF – proposal for MAG Scotland to support BMF political activities in Scotland/Wales/N.Ireland to raise awareness and move emphasis outwith S.England. 

Though membership is up about 10% on last year so we are already getting something right. 

Action Point – Steve to take to NC on behalf of Scotland, Propose a Joint Approach from the key organisations (MAG/BMF) on political issues and possible joint funding of a post for Scotland/Wales/Northern Ireland?

Purchase of a Scottish MAG Stall fixture for local events to save on time and costs of travel to uplift national one. A MAG Rep Service can then be offered to affiliated club events to raise profile.

Does MAG Scotland have any influence re the state of the roads that councils responsible for? – Overview given on how to report areas of concern. Request for Hazard Reporting Cards supply. 

Are there guidelines on criteria for what constitutes a hazard which you can refer to in a complaint to give it more credibility? – Steve stated not at present but he will look at compiling an Outline Document 

A useful AGM with attendance up at around 25 and many thanks to Robin for venturing North as NC observer. 

Nov 4 Bikesafe Working Group Meeting - 

Bikesafe continues North of the Border, but funding and resources continue to be a problem. Questions asked in the Scottish Parliament by Linda Fabiani, MSP regarding the financing of Bikesafe in Scotland this will be followed up on as she appears to be a supporter, while letters to Chief Constables and other politicians are also required to assure a certain future. 

Nov 9 Ayr Classic Bike Club 

Gave a talk to this club about MAG which was well received and the club would consider affiliation to MAG but were looking at the PLI issue. (They are already BMF affiliated). 

Nov 18 Meeting with Scottish Executive 

Principle matters discussed included the National Transport Strategy. The NTS process and timescale were explained. There is no intention to have modal strategies for every mode only where there’s a specific need such as with rail and freight. We shall of course be campaigning for Motorcycles to have some form of Guidance to enable authorities to be properly informed about our specific needs. The overarching Strategy is not good enough and many of our problems stem from decades of neglect and ignorance. The draft NTS would probably issue for comments early in the New Year. Various pre-consultation events had already taken place, not including motorcycling, but it was agreed that a motorcycling event could be set up in the New Year. 

Strategy and Policy Team to discuss with Pate (BMF) and Steve Wykes the potential for a motorcycling event in January. 

Action Strategy and Policy Team to consider the issues and actions in the draft Scottish Motorcycling Strategy as part of the NTS drafting process.

An Order has just recently gone through the Scottish Parliament regarding the setting up of the seven new Regional Partnerships, that is, Shetland, Highlands and Islands, North East, South East, West, Dumfries and Galloway and Central and Tay. Each would be required to produce a statutory regional transport strategy. We shall endeavour to ensure M/C adequately represented/catered for. 

The Scottish Executive suggested that taking into consideration the points about the National Transport Strategy the Motorcycling Representative bodies could issue the Draft Scottish Motorcycling Strategy to Directors of Transport in Scotland as a guidance document. The members discussed this suggestion but said that they still wished it to be endorsed by the Scottish Executive as a useful document 

Nov 23 NESTRANS 

Attended NESTRANS consultative forum a good networking opportunity and able to pass on a copy of the Draft Scottish Motorcycle Strategy to one of the raporteurs for information. This appears to be among the most prepared and advanced Regional Transport Partnerships taking on board the comments from the forum to guide its policy. 

Nov 30 Glasgow Land Services meeting 

A constructive meeting with those responsible for parking and buslanes in Glasgow, was able to pass on LTS presentation and booklet as well as a copy of the Draft Scottish Motorcycle Strategy to a member of the Glasgow LTS team. 

Some fairly positive responses including an undertaking to revamp some dilapidated M/C bays in the Hillhead area and a promise to look at block Traffic Orders for the creation of line end bays in Controlled Parking Zones. The comment on bikes in buslanes were taken on board and they were willing to review the position. Advance Stop line access met with less enthusiasm and I would be surprised if this is given serious consideration. We shall be following the meeting up with a letter to the Director of Land Services stressing our case and looking for backing for bikes in buslanes, over which he has the ultimate decision. 

In addition also received positive feedback from Ann Carruthers from LTS planning Falkirk Council on Draft Scottish Motorcycle Strategy and requested to consult on their LTS. We are looking to ensure that all LTS teams have sight of the LTP presentation and any other background information they need. 

South West 

Mike apologised for non attendance at NC due to cost and distance.  He indicated he did not feel suited to the position and intended to stand down at regional agm. However, almost no one turned up, never mind a potential rep. As soon as someone can be found to take on the duties, he would will happily hand over. Meanwhile he was trying to keep Cornwall MAG (Hayle) going and will endeavour to restart a St Austell group in the New Year. 

Greater London

Progress is being made in Westminster - the report from the Commuter MAG rep is below:

Update on Westminster City Council

BUS LANES

As most of you now know, Westminster are having a "trial" of allowing motorcycles into some of Westminster's bus lanes, so when you are out and about in Westminster, use them!

The signs are all now up, bus lanes are open, the trial started on 5th September and will continue for at least 18 months. The routes are: Cockspur St (eastbound) Kensington Road - Kensington Gore (eastbound + westbound) Baker St - Portman St - Orchard St (southbound) Haymarket (southbound) Bayswater Road (eastbound) Piccadilly (eastbound) and Gloucester Place (northbound). Enjoy!

PARKING

Over the past few months we have been in meetings with the Council, who have finally agreed that more parking for motorcycles does need to be provided. The simplest way for this to happen reasonably quickly is for new motorcycle bays to be made out of existing paid-for car parking bays. Because this would mean a drop in revenue for the Council, this new motorcycle parking would also have to be paid-for. However, these new bays will be "secure" in that there will be some sort of anchoring device for chains and locks, and at the moment they have in mind that we would pay about or a whole day. Short-term rates have yet to be decided. The "control" hours would probably be 0830h - 1830h

With regard to how it would be paid for, the council are considering a new scheme whereby you phone in to a call centre from your mobile and register your credit card, and pay that way, so no ticket needs to be displayed on the bike (and no need for a constant supply of coins).  The Parking Attendant (PA) can then check with the centre whether you've bought a ticket or not.  That method would also make it easier to extend your time of parking, without returning to the meter, if you needed to leave the bike longer than you had originally intended. You can also choose to get a reminder text when your allocated time is about to run out.  The scheme is also being considered for cars, and it will be possible to register more than one car to one credit card so presumably the same will apply to motorcycles.  We would like to talk to the Council about some sort of discount season ticket scheme for commuters, too.

None of the free parking we already enjoy is being taken away - all the above is in addition to that.

The Council have identified ten sites for trial, which are all in prime locations such as Pall Mall, St James, Covent Garden, Soho, etc..and each site will have parking for ten motorcycles. These bays will be "delineated" too - this is apparently necessary for this pay/secure scheme to work, probably because of the anchoring devices.

The bad news is that the scheme was supposed to be trialled starting in the New Year, but it has been pushed back to May. However our contact at the Council is keen to bring this forward again and is pressing for it to happen ASAP. We'll start pressing again in the New Year.

So far as extending existing bays, which is something we all looked at earlier, there are no plans to do this at present as it isn't as cost-effective as simply putting in new bays because the Council have to pay about £2500 to get the approval for each individual bay, which they regard as not cost-effective.

GOOD NEWS FROM WEST LONDON

In my last report I noted that Roy, one of my long-standing local reps had to resign.

I organised an AGM, which was attended by about 15 people, including myself and my deputy, Jamie.

There was, initially, no-one who wanted to take on the role of rep. When I was asked what would happen if no rep were appointed, what would happen. I stopped short of saying that the group would have to fold. But... one of the regular attendees a certain Lucinda Itter (known as Ogri Cid) put here money where her mouth is and said that she was not prepared to see the group die. She had been a MAG member in the past, and she re-joined on the spot and took the job. I know there are rules about membership status and taking positions, but she was a member in the past and I would rather have a keen new member keeping a group alive than see a group die because of rules which can be bent.

Since then attendance at the group has been growing and they have been raising money at regular weekly raffles - rah! They have also organised a Christmas dinner. This is what happens when you have a good charismatic personable person as a rep. Now, where can I find one for my local group?

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL

Attended a conference on Road User Charging. This is more of a national issue, but.... The keynote speaker was Alistair Darling. I have made extensive notes which, to my shame, I have yet to type up. I will try and get this done by NC. This is an issue that MAG needs to keep an eye on as we will be affected by any road user charging scheme, whether we are charged or not. I cite the congestion charge (from which we are exempt) as a crucial example.

The secretary of State has invited transport planning authorities to put forward bids regarding the implementation of road user charging under the Transport Innovation Fund. About 30 TPAs have submitted such bids, including our own beloved Traffic (sorry, Transport) for London. In the proposals put forward by TfL, they will replace the current crude cordon-based congestion charge with a road user charge based on distance travelled and location of journey. I asked the following question: 'Gerard Livett, Motorcycle Action Group. I note that in your presentation you stated that charging would apply to all vehicles except buses and taxis. Given the current exemptions and discounts associated with the Congestion Charge, will TfL consider maintaining those exemptions, especially for those vehicles that do not cause congestion?' The question was very well received by the audience, and several complimented me on it. The waffle answer I got was that they could see no circumstances to change the current exemptions, but, of course, nothing is set in stone. A small victory, me thinks.

I also attended the Red Route Forum. Red Routes are those roads in Greater London that are managed and maintained by TfL (as opposed to those maintained by the boroughs). There are about 550km (about 5% of the total) of Red Routes, but they form the main routes in London. TfLs aim is to keep buses moving on these routes and, to paraphrase, who cares about everybody else. They key to keeping the roads moving is effective enforcement of parking and moving traffic violations. Part of the efficiency is to get the message home. Effective enforcement is when the number of tickets goes down - that means the message is getting through. A fairly dull meeting apart from when we discussed pedal cycles. The cycle representative was not there so we were able to say what we really thought. Suppose they did the same at the last meeting when neither I nor Trevor was there, Hey Ho!

Nearly at the end: last week I went to a conference organised by the Acting Inspector Katrina Smith of the Metropolitan Police Service's Motorcycle Tasking Team on Powered Two Wheeler casualties and anti social behaviour. A very interesting morning with sandwiches on the Met. Although there was an outbreak of initials. MPS, MTT, SNT, RSO, ABC, OCU & ASBO. A prize at the NC meeting for someone who can tell me what all seven mean. Speakers included the Foundation's own Nich Brown. There was also a very interesting presentation by Elaine Eckhart, the senior Road Safety Officer at Bromley on the work she is doing to stop young boys from killing and seriously maiming themselves. Picked up several good ideas.

Some of which I took to Theo Burnett, an advertising agency, who had been invited to tender by the Central Office of Information for an advert aimed at motorcycles as part of the 'Think' Campaign.

And finally, took a telephone call from the Ham & High (Hampstead and Highgate Express) about some poor chap who is having difficulty parking his bike in his street in Hampstead. There is a bay, but it is on the corner and his bike kept on getting knocked over and was eventually written off. So he bought a residents' permit and parked outside his house. His permit was clamed to his numberplate. Whereupon he has been getting parking tickets for parking in a residents' bay without displaying a permit. Each time he has had to write in and then get the PCN cancelled until - they have now refused to cancel a ticket. I was asked for a pithy quote. 'Once again this represents the cavalier attitude Camden Council takes towards motorcycles. Rather than punishing someone who has had too pay to legitimately park in front of his house, the Council should be promoting motorcycles which offer the borough clear environmental benefits over cars.' Feel free to plagiarise.

South East

This is the last report from John Mitchell as South East Rep. Things are changing down here, as most folk know I am moving on from the NC. To what, I don't know... I haven't the gift of prophecy like our lass so I can't tell - maybe I'll become a bigger thorn in the side of the board (as I'm around for another three or four years yet)

It is likely that the region will become something (but not entirely I hope) like Western Region - you will see a couple of new faces up to NC meetings after this one... (each local rep will be taking it in turn to say hello) please say hello, but don't scare them! The region will be having the local reps as points of contact instead of one 'chief rep' so I will make sure The Road's contact list changes for the next issue to reflect this.

What I do know is that the South East Region is changing after this Sunday, whether it be for better or worst, I don't know... But anyway I digress. When you consider how big each county is in the South East - there are three of them, over 80-100 miles across all lumped together, you can see why CAMRA made a region of Kent in its own right...

Last Sunday, I attended my last Kent Pow-wow meeting in any official capacity. I left it with life and limb intact and with the glad heart that MAG is getting somewhere back to where it was before I took on the job of SE rep ​ thanks to all the active members but Medway Branch in particular (NFL would be proud - gold standard in less than six months...!).

The branch is about to come forth with rather a large cheque to MAG funds in the coming year (somewhere in the region of £1500 - helped in some part by a rather nice £500 donation from Renegade MC for Medway and Beachy Head's hard work at the Pissed Indian rally in August). They are most deserving of a medal if there was such a thing...

Luckily, TC is looking after the region finances for another year so it is in safe hands.

The rest of the SE is as I took it on sadly, but if 'a little' better known.

As I've said ad nauseam, I won't be far away from the scenes if that's any consolation! Just taking time out to smell the coffee.  I'm looking forward to the next AGC though!
North East

Robin indicated that he might have appeared a little inactive over the last couple of months, but this is mainly due to having big arguments with his ISP (Wanadoo, name and shame), hence he had been offline for some periods. Also there have been some health problems at home that have obviously been given priority.

So what has happened?

Both Durham and Darlington have had AGMs, Darlington is still going from strength to strength, both socially and politically, with good input into their LTP2.

Likewise Durham has improved meeting attendance since moving venue, with quite a few ‘old’ faces returning, and the new venue proving quite popular and even becoming a little cramped at times, but the coal fire being welcome at this time of year. They have also had some positive feedback from the LTP2 with mentions in the leaflet giving more details. Durham Council have now included proposals to tackle bike parking and road surfaces, though I have yet to see the details, but they have also said that they have no intention of considering Bus Lane access at the moment due to the low number of Bus Lanes. I have expressed concern about this and correspondence is ongoing. My main argument is that due to the new Park & Ride scheme that has been sneaked in as part of LTP1 the number of bus lanes is due to rapidly increase threefold on mainly narrow roads.

As you will have noticed from the article in Network, Cleveland police are to have a crackdown on ‘nuisance’ bikes, including mini-motos, due to the xmas fad of buying them as presents. I can find no reason to object to this, and I wouldn’t be surprised if this is rolled out nationally as well.

Due to major cheating on the part of Darlo MAG they actually managed to win the paintball challenge meaning that they now have the privilege of working the bar at the No1 Rally, leaving Durham MAG outside in the cold to work the gate. The No1 will be taking place on the weekend of 7-9th MAY 2006, many thanks to M/boro MAG for this. Book your tickets early.

There is also the possibility of some sort of demo about the fact that the Tyne Tunnel still charges a toll of 20p for PTWs, I would like to discuss this further at the NC meeting if possible.

North West
16th October - Local Reps meeting held at the Martin Inn, Scarisbrick.

The main topic on the agenda was the new format of our journal “The Road”, and plans for its distribution around the region. Mixed reaction to the launch, but will see how it goes. Local reps felt that we could have capitalised with a big launch of the new magazine, and felt that the opportunity had been lost.

26th October - Motorcycle Liaison Meeting, Lancashire Police HQ.

Attended this meeting, arranged by Lancashire Police and Lancashire Partnership for Road Safety, along with representatives from most of the other motorcycle organisations in the NW. We learnt of the planned role out of the “New Bikesafe”, due to be held next Easter Sunday, at a site yet to be determined, but somewhere around North Lancashire/South Cumbria.

We were also informed of a new rider improvement scheme, RIDE, (stands for Riders Improving and Developing their Experience), aimed at helping riders to ride much more safely. The course may be offered in future as an alternative to prosecution for riders who would normally be convicted of careless riding. Previously there was no such course specifically for motorcyclists charged with this offence. I have volunteered to be a “guinea pig” for this project, and will report back on my findings.

Also, we were presented by the findings of a survey that Lancashire Partnership for Road Safety have been gathering data for, by attending various bike meets, and asking bikers to fill in their questionnaires. I disagreed with some of the conclusions that they drew from this, but I will forward on the presentations and minutes of this meeting, once I get a version that I can open. 

There was also talk of a scheme of advanced training for anyone taking direct access. This may become compulsory, but it the first instance; it would be a bronze-gold system, which would be recognised by the insurance companies as a means for discounted policies. Details of the proposed scheme will be given at the next meeting in January. They would like to know MAG’s stand on this issue. My personnel view is that advanced training courses are already available, with associated insurance discounts, and I feel uncomfortable with the “compulsory” aspect of this, but this could be used as part of a compromise in negotiations on future legislation being planned through the 3DLD.

. 

29-30th November – Bike Show NEC 

Helped out on the MAG stall, and had a thoroughly good time. Thought the aim of the stall was achieved in that we were promoting “Rider’s Rights” rather than being conceived as a raffle ticket stall, as in the past.

4-5th November, Liverpool & West Lancs. “Smoke on the Water Rally”
This was Liverpool & West Lancs. first weekend rally, and although the weather was terrible, a successful rally, and the proceeds from this rally were donated to the MAG Foundation, as we used the charity angle to gain the Village Hall FOC.

6th November, NW AGM, Village Hall, Scarisbrick.
This followed on from the rally. All NW officers kept their respective positions, including myself as Regional Rep. NW Fred Hill run planned again this year for 12th Feb.. Decided to send £1500 down to MAG Central, from regional funds, which has left us very little in regional funds, but events planned over the Christmas period should boost the coffers. Many thanks to Paul Turner, Cumbria RR, for coming down to act as NC Observer.

Cumbria

I was thinking not a lot to report this time round but on reflection we have done a lot in Cumbria since the end of the summer months.

Cumbria membership numbers seem to remain at an average of just under 200 with failures to renew being replaced by new members. I have contacted one or two people who have not renewed with just brief questions as to why no renewal. They appreciated the calls and were not concerned about the contact being made. One renewal came out of that.

Cumbria AGM was held in September with Ian Churchlow as observer, not that many turned up, just the usual faces.

Whitehaven and Furness have both held their AGM’s again the usual club officers being reinstated to their positions. We have not got a Cumbria Affiliated clubs officer as such but Brian Hodgson with the help of Ann is taking it on board.

I have attended a further CRASH meeting with local authorities again, as previous not much there for MAG but I intend to put together a cd to give to all members of the group on what MAG is and what we are about, will seek advice first on this on content and have it checked prior to distribution, maybe someone else already has one?

Just had this week a very productive meeting with one of the County Highways engineers on several matters, he wants us to work with him on re signing Hartside in the new year but more importantly he wants to put shock/notice boards up at Hartside café and Devils Bridge, this is in its infancy at the moment. Another matter he is consulting us on is a campaign similar to one run in either Nottinghamshire or Warwickshire, not sure which now, on the “Think Bike” and “ride safe” theme.

There have been the usual Christmas parties already held, not much money coming in from them but good time had by all.

The Two Tins ride-collecting for Age Concern and Animal Concern is being held on the 11th December again may get some radio and TV coverage out of it.

Letters to MP have been sent, poor response from him but meeting to be arranged. Letters re new speed cameras been sent and also letter in local press about diesel spills.

For the Finance officer accounts at the moment stand as follows

Cumbria Account-£473.95

Whitehaven Account-£188.11

Furness Account-£379 (this amount in as there were advance ticket sales for the Christmas party going in with no expenses being taken out i.e. the band at £400, event has been held and is in profit but final figure not known)

Eastern

Started off by getting a very ill political officer to spend his time off work wisely by lobbying all our regions MEP’s (well it started off with local ones and kind of snowballed from there.) So would like to say a big thank you to Mr Carrott for all the hard work he has put in on the 3DLD.

Been up to darkest north Lincolnshire to meet North East Lincolnshire MAG who have just formed and meet at the Leaking Boot in Cleethorpes.  Have agreed with Mr T to care take this branch as they are a damn site closer to me than they are to him, plus I have had dealings with the branch rep on previous occasions.  There are about 20 members so far and they look like they could become a fairly active group. 

Murray has also been chasing up the Road Studs that are becoming quite a feature on our roads now, having been in touch with the consultants that carried out the trialing of these road studs (hopefully Trev will have a copy of the letter received from Bradgate Consultants) basically there are several flaws in their testing regime.  They used three bike types, a sports bike, a cruiser and an off road with knobblies, that is about as good as it gets from my point of view.  They carried out ‘some’ short distance overtaking manoeuvres but did not have the bikes ‘banked’ over during these manoeuvres.  They have not carried out any ‘wet’ testing at all so we don’t know if a bike will slip when travelling over these studs (always good to know) and they did not use any small diameter wheeled bikes (i.e. mopeds/scooters) during testing.  Murray has, since receiving this reply written a letter to Alistair Darling asking for the removal of DFT approval for these studs until further testing is carried out.  This will be sent on my return from sunnier climes, as Trev is proof reading it for me as I type this.  I could be wrong and there could be no danger to PTW’s from these studs but until they prove this we could be accepting some fairly lethal ‘improvements’ on our roads.  Will update as and when I receive further info.  

Helped organise and run the now familiar Horncastle bike night and managed to raise a few quid for the fighting fund (£127 profit after purchasing further supplies) unfortunately a motorcyclist was killed on the evening of the event travelling either from another bike night being held in Willingham woods or to the other bike night.  This could have an affect on our bike nights in future, only time will tell.

Attended East Anglia AGM, made a few new friends and took some pretty decent pictures of them presenting a cheque for £1200 for the fighting fund.

Written to all affiliated clubs in the region and had contact back from two of them with the result of getting an invite down to Herts. to visit the III rivers chapter of HOG and give a talk about MAG.  Also was approached at Horncastle Bike night by another club who are interested in affiliating.  Hereward MAG are also talking to a club that is looking into affiliation which would bring us up to about 9 affiliated clubs in the region.

Attended the Tsunami Soiree and was led astray by the wicked people of Yorkshire and the bad people from NE Lincs MAG (one of whom swears he was skiing in the Alps that weekend).   Also had a very interesting conversation with a nice young lady from Hull Constabulary during the Humber bridge demo (and that is all I am saying on that subject!)

And finally… replied to Lincolnshire provisional LTP (after some severe harranging by my secretary to pull my finger out and get it done.) They did actually manage to include motorcycles in this one, which is a step up from the last one.

Southern

Southern3DLD: southern region have had a very successful letter writing campaign and hit every MEP for the Southeast with a 100% response, this has been forwarded to TB.

Southern AGM : started arrangements for the southern AGM to be held on 22 Feb 2006 in Eastleigh. Any volunteers as NC observer ?
South Wales, East Anglia, Western, Yorkshire & West Midland regions

No advance e-mail reports were received from these regions and due to an extremely full agenda at the NC there was not time to hear reports from these regions at the meeting.
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Overview

The main aspects of the political work are contained in this report. 

Although “pure” political activity seems to be sparse, the lobbying and issues surrounding the Third EU Driving Licence Directive in Europe is still taking up the main stream of my time.

This is coupled with the end of the contract of the commercial contractor, a lot of this work has fallen back onto my shoulders, as the main contact at the MAG Office for liasing with the Directors on the MAG UK Ltd Board.

The main issues have been tying the loose ends and taking forward the commercial agreement with Ebike Insurance/Southern Rock/New Line Solicitors. 

Advertising features with BSH, 100% Biker, National Bikesafe magazine and the setting up of procedures in the office and website for referencing where people are joining, specifically regarding the “Puppy Gets It” ad. This may take only half an hour explaining to the staff but it half an hour out of valuable time and staff time to produce a donation certificate.

A large part of October and the early part of November was spent around liasing with Pete Walker and Neil Stevenson on and attending the MAG Stand at the NEC motorcycle show.

The stand at the NEC focussed on Riders Rights with the removal of commercial and no raffle tickets to sell we concentrated and talked “Riders’ Rights”. There is a full report previously circulated by Pete Walker and a write up in December issue of “The Road”.

The NEC gave me and Sarah Gardner (MAG Foundation) the opportunity to Network with the assembled throng of “motorcycling” under one roof.

Especially regarding the Highways Agency on Crash Barriers and Highway Care the producers of the motorcycle friendly crash barrier system fitted in Kent. Also we will be consulted on a DVD being produced by the Highways Agency on motorcycling.

I witnessed Almax, manufacturers of security chains chop their way through the competitor’s security chains like butter, even Pete Walker, a complete amateur on bolt cropping managed this in three seconds with manual bolt croppers, admittedly a big set of bolt croppers but readily available. 

Almax a possible MAG Corporate member and offering MAG member discount, £10.00 off of every lock chain combo, and free delivery, their website is at www.almax-security-chains.co.uk  This also tied in with getting Almax to the Motorcycle Crime Reduction Group (MCRG), meeting at the NEC, to give a demonstration and our recommended motorcycle insurers Ebike an invite to join the group.

I was able to catch up with the Bikesafe “coppers” and many others on the motorcycle lobby “circuit”. All in all a change to catch up and chew the fat outside the restrictions of “official” meetings.

Networking

On Networking and to give an example of the benefits, Elaine Hardy, National Research Officer and I attended a DVLA conference, chaired by Quentin Wilson in October. The conference centred around VED (Vehicle Excise Evasion) and how the DVLA and police forces combat evasion.

Elaine having worked in the automotive industry for several years before “coming” over to motorcycling as a volunteer for MAG was able to catch up with the people on her “circuit” which has enable MAG to have a gateway to these contacts in the commercial and government sector.

Over two coffee breaks and the lunch break we managed to speak to a delegate from the DfT regarding the problems of insurance companies exploiting the proposed legislation of continuous insurance. (A lobby article is now in the November issue of Network.)

We also spoke to the same DfT delegate regarding 3DLD and he was extremely informative regarding the government's position which is basically, they've tried their best but unofficially they don't want to move it on.

Reported in recent Press Releases and information forwarded to FEMA representatives.

We spoke to the DVLA Director of External and Corporate Services regarding the problem of riders sending in their driving licences in for renewal etc and finding that the A category no longer exists - with all the headaches and refusal by DVLA to accept that they made mistakes. He admitted that they are aware of the problem and we have now set up a meeting to discuss the issue.

The licence category issue lead to discussions with the National Committee and asking Regional Representatives to discuss the issue at their groups.

Motorcycle Licence Category

Steve Wykes, Regional Representative from Scotland at the Edinburgh MAG meeting discussed at length the loss of licence entitlement due to DVLA error when renewing licenses.

They came to the conclusion that:

1) 
Anyone sending off for a licence should photocopy their existing licence and have it notified as a true and accurate copy of the licence by a solicitor or other appropriate individual. It may be worth contacting DVLA to see who they would consider appropriate i.e. GP, the police, Justice of the peace etc. Perhaps the contact you made could help here, as two attempts at eliciting an answer to this using their online e-mail query failed to get a full answer. (First response was details of how to apply for a new licence, second response seemed to suggest that they would accept a photocopy, though subsequent reports seen indicate that this is not so.

2)
Individuals who are concerned about the possibility of losing licence entitlements could indicate that they have lost or mislaid their current licence and apply for a replacement. Finding and surrendering their old licence if the replacement is correct. While this is slightly dishonest, given that the existing licence should be surrendered when a new licence is applied for, there is no real harm done by bending the rules of the system slightly. Certainly nothing like the expense and inconvenience caused by DVLA blunders.

3)
Check DVLA data prior to sending away your licence using data protection act and requesting details of all the information held against you.  For a tenner this has to be a cost effective way of ensuring that you do not have to go through the hoops of resitting tests etc.  We are looking to check and see what information is divulged when such a check is made, hopefully as well as name and address, licence entitlements should be included.

4)
Stress to all individuals that on receipt of a new licence it is imperative to check the details on the new licence so that mistakes can be rectified within the three month period prior to DVLA destroying the old licence.

5)
Ensure that whenever the Licence is sent to DVLA, registered post or recorded delivery services are used.

Other advice before sending your licence in is to ring the DVLA and ask what licence categories they have on the system, they should be able to do this from the computer screen in front of them. If the motorcycle licence category is there, then still take a photo copy of your licence before sending it.

At present this does not help if you are caught up in the DVLA blunder but hopefully DVLA can answer and come up with a solution.

MAGs Winter of Discontent

Recent events suggest that this will be our “Winter of Discontent” as winter is amongst us and the nights have grown longer and the sun sets low on the horizon, that we, as motorcyclists, face a plethora of crises.

At the NEC show MAGs stand (pictures in the next issue of “The Road”) had the theme of. “Is This the Future” with the backdrop of a bike mocked up with Roll bar, Day Time Running Lights, Leg Protectors, restrictive mufflers for noise limits, restricted silencing, restricted horse power, bumpers front and rear. It certainly attracted a lot of attention with the addition of two bikes, a Suzuki GSX 600 from Bikes Unlimited and Stez’s Harley from Polar Cycles.

There were three reactions from people viewing the stand, one being that we missed off the stabilisers and 45mm cannon to blow errand cars drivers away that pull out from junctions, it will never happen and we defeated these proposals already.

OK, we missed off the stabilisers, and we can not condone violence with the cannon. But the rest could happen and these proposal are still been pedalled by the merchants of safety.

Leg Protectors are back on the agenda in Europe, the debate on noise limits are is going, Honda have produced a scooter with a roll bar and the Gold Wing gets an air bag - which hopefully carries a warning not to fit a tank bag.

Among the issues currently faced by us are the 3rd European Driving Licence, trail riders face a threat of their legal activities being banned, diesel spills, toll charges for motorcycles. The implementation of the 2nd Driving Licence Directive sees MAG excluded from the implementation process. Motorcycling is being tarred with the same brush regarding problems with mini-motos and bikers’ meeting places, the European manufacturers’ association is examining aspects of conspicuity, different colored/angled headlights, using diode lights of different colours, including the possibility of ‘intelligent’ vehicle warning systems to alert drivers and riders. The list is endless.

To top all this the Government Advisory Group on Motorcycling which delivered the UKs first National Motorcycle Strategy has had its teeth pulled somewhat, in that the revamped structure will see the delivery of the strategy but not deal with new issues in depth.

Its not all bad news the, Motorcycle Technical Engineering and Environmental Issues group delivering has had its first meeting to deliver its issues in the strategy but is the only group that has met to date.

The Government has recognised that the majority of accidents are at junctions and involve other vehicles and will launch in the New Year a series of public Information films and radio ads based on the old, Think once Think twice Think bike” TV ad. They will be conducting research on this and perhaps we will get an answer to the drivers’ excuse, “Sorry mate I didn’t see you!”

But overall it is continuing bad press for motorcycling.

MAG Media Watch

So as the long winter nights draw in we need to ever vigilant and have launched, “MAG Media Watch” to keep a watchful eye on, what’s on TV, what’s in the local and National Newspapers, keep an eye on the letters page, what’s being said on the internet (good excuse for a few hours surfing) about motorcycling negatives and positives but most importantly the negatives.

Especially important if its politicians pontificating in public, write a letter to the MP/MEP, even better if it’s your MP or even a local councillor, these are the policy makers and a simple formula for letters to politicians is, “In gauging public concern on an issue politicians interpret every letter as reflecting the views of at least a hundred voters”, we need to keep the pressure up, praising the positives and questioning the negatives. 

Don’t just write to complain give praise when it’s due this can be helpful in building up a “relationship” with politicians, thus will not just be another negative letter. 

When something is in print then people tend to believe in it, so keeping an eye on the letters page in Newspapers is useful, Mr Joe Public may have written negatively on motorcycling, you could respond by pointing out the errors of his way, politely of course, highlighting the positive side of motorcycling.

From the MAG Reps Handbook: “Local papers are often so short of letters that they will print any reasonable letter they get, in full. It's also worth trying to write to national newspapers, but in this case the shorter the better. Write follow-up letters to newspapers or magazines that have printed articles about MAG. Comment on their coverage of MAG, and bring in the current action your Group is planning or involved in. Remember that there is usually a MAG "policy line" on most issues, so check with your Regional Rep if you intend to write on behalf of MAG, for instance as Rep of the local MAG Group, rather than in a personal capacity.”

This might require a small piece of research to get any facts required, if on the internet this is easy, there are search engines on the MAG website www.mag-uk.org and the Activists website www.network.mag-uk.org that should help you.

If you attend your local MAG group meetings, in fact if you don’t this could be the opportunity to attend, to raise issues, the group may be already aware and you could add your voice to like minded riders.

Now if we could replicate Media Watch across the country, “attacking” negative opinions, correcting wrong assumptions and promoting the positives of motorcycling to the policy makers, the general public and the press, our winter of discontent will show that motorcyclists have a voice and will not sit quietly as our lifestyle and chosen form of transport is eroded.

Third Driving Licence Directive
Again the driving licence features heavily on the political front, as you will have seen from the recent MAG Press Releases the directive has been stalled until at least January 2005 when the Austria takes over from the UK Presidency giving us some breathing space.

FEMA and BMF have released similar press releases to MAG in their different styles while we (Mr Mutch) put the issue in “Vampire” Directive looking for a stakeholder context.

From our strategy of calling for the motorcycle part to be removed and tactical moves on lobbying and the demonstration in Brussels we could call this deferral as a “mini” success, well done everybody.

Although at the council of ministers meeting in early December the directive was stalled from reaching a common position due to Germany with support from the Austrian, the French, the Polish and the Danish delegates on the obligation for Member States to exchange old licenses. 

This would mean that member states would face a nightmare of bureaucracy and costs in exchanging old licences.

So the issue does not address our concerns on, restricting access by age or achieving an acceptable solution based on sound evidence, in order to justify the directive proposals, rather than creating extra and unnecessary regulation in the name of safety.

Our own Minister of Transport, Dr Stephen Ladyman stated in the House of Commons on safety and costs, “The proposals for motorcycles bore no clear relationship to the road safety problems of which we have evidence in the UK.

“For the same reasons, the Government cannot at this stage quantify any potential effects of the Directive on UK motorcycle manufacturers or on casualty numbers.
“That in its present form, the draft Directive may impose additional testing or training costs on motorcyclists under the age of 24 who wish to ride larger machines, but such costs cannot be quantified at this stage.

Bearing in mind that MAG has been excluded from the implementation, in favour of user being represented by the motorcycle training body MRTA,  of the 2nd Driving Licence Directive and that reports in the House of Lords suggest that riders will have to pay for the costs of providing new testing centres, by increasing testing fees.

FEMA as our representatives in Europe on the issue have called for:


Seeking to contribute to the process, in order to achieve an appropriate proposal for motorcycle access, balancing safety with mobility and accessibility.


There is a real need for attentive consideration of the motorcycle provisions in second reading in order to improve the proposal and make it acceptable to the citizen."


Time for the EU institutions to acknowledge that the compromise proposal made in June is politically dead. 


We urge the Council, under the upcoming Austrian Presidency, and the European Parliament to take the opportunity to appropriately review the proposal. This should be done in co-operation with the stakeholders, as it is in everybody's interests to achieve a workable and effective licensing scheme for motorcycles


In view of second reading, FEMA already shared new evidence within the European Parliament with MEP Mr Grosch, Rapporteur for the driving license proposal, and other key MEPs, whom have confirmed that they will push for meaningful improvements to the motorcycle access scheme

In a nutshell FEMA will continue its debate with the EU and MEPs the current compromise is dead 

But there is no time to sit on our laurels and future moves on the issue will be another round of lobbying in the UK before the common position is discussed and a second reading takes place.

In the Meantime Gerard Livett has put forward a document for discussion (which you have seen and will be in your folders) this is a very important document if developed and will give MAG a head start on the next round of lobbying as our stated position in the UK for motorcycling and any implementation and consultation of the directive in the UK.

Insurance Bum Deals

Not much feedback on this issue.

We would like to put together a case for the OFT (Office of Fair Trading) and the FSA (Financial Services Authority) to demonstrate that riders are having policy changes without notification on renewals, trouble getting third party only insurance cover.

That each year the cost goes up and the cover goes down. EGb From MAG Member, “Business use was silently dropped from my M/C policy without me noticing and now my car policy has removed the ability to drive/ride other vehicles.”

1) write to the OFT (check website for details of who to write to www.oft.gov.uk )

2) write to the FSA (check website for details of who to write to www.fsa.gov.uk ) 

Could you please then send copies to us? If we can put together enough complaints then we have a chance of getting the government to recognise that there is a serious problem with motorcycle insurers.

Dear all, I would be interested if any of you know of similar experiences with insurers. I would like to document such cases in more detail. 

Thank you Elaine Hardy National Research Officer MAG [UK] E-mail: research@mag-uk.org 

DfT Get Tough with a Broad Bush

Put out in Network an updated lobby following the consultation by the DfT.

The Department for Transport (DfT) have unveiled tough new enforcement action to crackdown on uninsured drivers.

The Transport Secretary, Alistair Darling has announced that Police forces across the country can now use automatic number plate recognition cameras (ANPR) to spot and ultimately seize and destroy cars being driven without insurance.

The cameras are linked to a database which contains details of all vehicles registered in the UK which are believed to be uninsured. 

The Transport Secretary saw West Midlands police in action as they began the crackdown. Alistair Darling said: "Today we are sending out a very clear message to those who drive without insurance- there is now no place to hide. "The new powers to link up cameras and the insurance database will make it far easier for police to tell if passing cars are uninsured and take action against the driver. 

"On top of these powers we are creating a new offence of keeping a vehicle without insurance. This will be enforced through a new database of insurance details which means that uninsured drivers don't even need to be on the road to be caught. 

"It is estimated that every law-abiding motorist pays an extra £30 a year because of uninsured drivers. Drivers are rightly fed-up with those who flout the law and we are determined to rid the roads of this small hardcore of anti-social drivers."

MAG Says

The new offence of keeping a vehicle without insurance means that a motor vehicle must be insured at all times, even if sitting on a driveway or locked up in a garage. 

This is in addition to the existing offence of keeping or using a vehicle on the road without insurance by introducing continuous insurance as another tax on drivers.

You can be exempt from the new offence by SORNing your vehicle, (which is free at present though the government has consulted on introducing a fee for SORN). 

Experience and examples of the problems with the DVLA have highlighted that this can not be an easy process.  For example, there are numerous cases of automated fines being sent out to otherwise law abiding citizens. Bearing in mind that the onus is on you to declare SORN and not on the DVLA to send a reminder.

This is due to the DVLA record system. The DVLA provides details of all vehicles on the road and should determine which vehicles have up to date registration.  However, according to the Audit Commission, one third of DVLA records are incorrect by varying degrees. 

This new law links data bases between ANPR cameras, the DVLA records, insurance companies and eventually the data base on MOT’d vehicles.  The purpose is to catch criminals and the “underclass” of drivers.  These people, who don’t insure or tax their vehicles are the reason behind this new legislation which gives the police powers to seize and destroy vehicles.   

MAG UK supports the government on the principle that no person is above the law and road tax and insurance is an obligation for all law abiding citizens, however, due to the fact that motor insurance is mandatory while operated by private sector insurance companies, this latest piece of legislation will have two effects.  

The first will be an increase in insurance premiums, the second will exclude younger people and those living in areas of high crime areas from driving at all.  In other words we will all suffer the consequences of a minority of criminals.  The DVLA has already admitted that the fines sent out for non payment of VED are overwhelmingly to people who have simply forgotten to pay.  When questioned about the number of criminals they had identified since the introduction of continuous registration, they replied that they did not know.  This does not bode well for continuous insurance.

There are reports on the failings of insurance data bases to operate in real time.  What this means is that there are inconsistencies with the other data bases and therefore the data from the insurers is acknowledged to be out of date or not available.  So far no insurance company has been fined for not keeping up to date records.

In December 2004 the DfT published a consultation on “Continuous Enforcement of Motor Insurance Requirements From the Record” which MAG responded to, full details can be found on the “Riders Writes” section of the MAG UK website, www.mag-uk.org 

The DfT have since failed to publish the results of the consultations which is against their own guidelines before introducing the new offence, MAG is questioning this at present.

We Are Not The Only Ones - Doing Nothing is Now a Crime.

The new offence of keeping a vehicle without insurance criminalises the previously harmless pastime of keeping an uninsured vehicle in a garage and not driving it, and comes on top of the previous breakthrough of criminalising keeping an untaxed vehicle in a garage and not driving it. 

The latter was dealt with by requiring owners to register the vehicle as off the road via a Statutory Off-Road Notification. 

The administrative convenience of turning not doing anything wrong into a crime will allow the Government to issue fixed penalty notices for failing to renew insurance on time, while there's also now a fixed penalty for late renewal of tax discs (previously, you could pay in arrears). 

In both cases the penalties are clearly only going to hit people who've previously been registered with the system. 

Dealing with the large numbers of entirely unregistered and uninsured vehicles will require real-time alerts and pursuit, and these vehicles will have to be differentiated from the many foreign registered cars on the UK's roads. 

As it will be a lot easier and cheaper to fine the law-abiding but forgetful than it will be to deal with the hard-line serial offenders, we think we can guess which way this one will go.

By John Lettice The Register (john.lettice at www.theregister.co.uk )
MAG Action

You may wish to write to the Transport Secretary, Alistair Darling asking why the new offence has been introduced without following the consultation guidelines, as set out by his department.

You could also write to your MP if they will ask a question in Parliament on why the new offence keeping a vehicle without insurance has been introduced without following consultation guidelines, as set out by the DfT.

You can use the above details to frame your letter or the suggested letter in your own words:

Dear - Your MP/ Transport Secretary, Alistair Darling 

As a motorcyclist/member of the Motorcycle Action Group (MAG UK) I am concerned that riders could be prosecuted for failing to insure motorcycles that are parked on a driveway or kept in a garage due to the new offence of keeping a vehicle without insurance introduced recently by the Department for Transport (DfT).

The new offence, possession of a vehicle without valid insurance will enable the police to access the records of insurers and effect automated fines by default for vehicles not kept on the public high way unless the vehicle keeper has declared Statutory Off Road Notification (SORN).

While I recognise that uninsured motorists represent a serious threat to us all, in effect this proposal will force by law persons to pay insurance for “on road risk cover” for a vehicle that is off road where there is no risk and therefore no legal cover required. 

Effectively the Government will assume that riders have been driving uninsured and punish the honest rider for crimes they have not committed, yet the irony is it won't make a shred of difference to those who choose to be outside the law. 

There is a further issue of substantial time delays between the payment of insurance premiums and the updating of insurers' records, the Motor Insurers' Database (MID) with detection enhanced by the expanded use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology linked to relevant databases such as the MID. This will need to be addressed to prevent default prosecution of the completely innocent.

A fair price for third party insurance is a reasonable objective both for government and for the motorcycling community. I believe that the most effective way to discourage uninsured driving is to take steps to provide basic Third Party Only cover properly regulated by Government. 

MAG is seeking clarification of the proposals and was closely involved in the consultation process in an effort to arrive at a formulae that satisfies justice and is proportionate to the problem.

The DfT failed to publish the results of the consultation which is against their/your own guidelines before introducing the new offence.

I would welcome your views especially regarding the MAG response to the DfT consultation available at www.mag-uk.org
Yours

You may also wish to stress in your own words how the proposed consultation would affect you as a rider, member of a motorcycle club or business.

Write to

Alistair Darling

Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London
SW1P 4DR 

You can find who your MP is at: www.locata.co.uk/commons
Send any responses to Trevor Baird Director of Public Affairs at public-affairs@mag-uk.org or to the MAG Office. MAG UK PO BOX 750 Rugby CV21 3ZR.

MAG BELGIUM SUCCESS 

In August 2005 MAG Belgium asked riders organisations in FEMA (Federation of European Motorcyclists’ Associations) for assistance in lifting the ban on sidecars towing a trailer in their country.

MAG Belgium requested that as many emails from other European riders be sent to them, asking their government why travelling by sidecar and trailer is forbidden by law in Belgium.

Thanks to the response to MAG Belgium’s request, which included replies through the MAG Activist – E-mail Army they were able to lobby and present their position to the members of the Belgium parliament. 

In October 2005 the minister responsible answered questions in the Belgium Parliament and confirmed that the law would be changed.

MAG Belgium are now in contact with government officials and a fast result, in government terms, is expected for the law to be changed in 2008.

A Bit of History 

Towing a trailer with a sidecar has been banned in Belgium since 1975.

The change in the law in 1975 meant that a motorcycle could tow a trailer but a motorcycle with sidecar and a three or four wheel moped could not tow a trailer.

There was and is normally no problem for a trike towing a trailer.

This year MAG Belgium have one example were one person had a ticket issued by a police officer, the same person was also issued a ticket in 2004 and in 2003 for riding a sidecar and trailer. It transpires that it was the same police officer each time, in court the tickets were dismissed because the Belgian Law did not follow the correct EU regulations.

The Gold Wing Owners Club GB (GWOCGB) asked MAG, if towing a trailer is legal in the UK, then it might be the case that the ban applies to Belgian nationals but not to visitors.

A significant number of their club members go to Belgium every year to the Belgian Goldwing Treffen (Rally), some on outfits and trikes towing trailers.

So how does the law stand? As usual it is a grey area, in 2003/2004 when the Spanish Government lifted their ban on motorcycles towing trailers they applied the ban to all motorcycles, visitors and nationals.

In practice; when you drive with a sidecar and trailer in Belgium, as a visitor, you still have the chance that the police will issue a ticket. It‘s a small chance but it can happen and until the law is changed the best advice from MAG Belgium is to carry a copy of a letter, written by the Belgian Traffic Department (Ministry), declaring that a sidecar can tow a trailer with certain restrictions.

The letter should be seen as guidance rather than the “letter of the law” but it may help when you have a local police officer in stood front of you.

The English translation is as follows and the original version is available on line.

“In reply to your letter I inform you that it is allowed to tow a trailer with a motorcycle.

The width of a trailer should not exceed the width of the towing vehicle (Motorcycle + Sidecar).

There is maximum limited width of 2 meters.

There is no ruling by law concerning the maximum total weight of a trailer if towed by a motorcycle.

Two red reflectors should be fitted on the rear of the trailer, on a minimum height of 40 cms.

The trailer also needs to be fitted with lights on the rear if the lights of the towing vehicle are not visible because of the trailer's size.

It is not allowed to carry people in a trailer that is towed by a motorcycle.” 

So have fun in Belgium on your travels, the chocolate is delicious and the beer powerful.

Trevor Baird Director of Public Affairs MAG UK 

FEMA

As you are aware Elaine Hardy is attending the December FEMA Executive meeting one of the main topics for discussion will be the improvements on the role of the FEMA Secretariat.

To achieve improvements, co-operation, higher participation and understanding by Nation Organisations to the federation’s work.

MAG has always been active in FEMA and our communication on European issues has always been at the fore front and perhaps seen by other National Organisations (NO’s) as too assertive. While having full time staff at MAG UK, a strong volunteer base and the language within FEMA being English we may have a better understanding of the issues and “radical” position to defend riders’ rights.

Therefore this “restructure”, which MAG supports will use FEMA resources to the best of its ability and can only be advantageous to motorcycling in Europe.

97th meeting of the Motor Vehicles Emissions Group (MVEG)

My apologies for including the full text in this FEMA report but this was necessary to give a full picture of the complicated work that is undertaken at FEMA. Basically this is where some of MAGs money is spent in FEMA to deal with complicated issues that ultimately will affect the motorcycle you buy or customise. Improving the green credentials of motorcycles with out restriction.

As you can see MAGS concerns from the AGC in April relating  to two strokes are being dealt with

Filippo Marino FEMA Campaigns Officer (see my comments at the end)

Directive 2002/51/EC concerning the emissions of 2 and 3 wheel vehicles (amending Directive 97/24/EC – the Multi-Directive) includes in particular new emission limits, for motorcycles (EURO3), effective from 1.1.2006, together with a new test cycle. 

Furthermore it requires the Commission to come forward with a range of proposals for two and three wheel vehicles, applicable from 1.1.2006, in order to reduce pollutant emissions. This concerns durability, in-use compliance (IUC), CO2 and fuel consumption measurement, particulate matter, new limits for quadricycles and mopeds, OBD, evaporative emissions and the introduction of the World test cycle for motorcycles. All possible measures are subject to an Extended Impact Assessment (EIA).

As part of the impact assessment exercise and consultation practice, a special working group on motorcycles emissions (MVEG-moto) was set up. This group met several times and the last meeting took place on 23 September 2005 which the Secretariat attended. 

At that meeting, the European Commission presented the draft proposal for a Directive, which was then presented at the full MVEG which took place on the 1st of December.  Following this, the Commission will present the proposal to the EU institutions.  

The Secretariat attended the meeting which conclusions can be summarised as follows:


Durability of emission control systems: A proposal for a new Annex on durability requirements based on an ACEM proposal was discussed and supported by the MVEG-moto. This document includes WMTC vehicle classes. It was proposed to introduce a new Annex VIII on durability requirements. 


In-use compliance procedure (IUC) and (no) Roadworthiness testing: According to the LAT study, the overall reduction in emissions is negligible for all pollutants (improvement only 0.04% over total emissions of motorcycles in the period 2006 - 2012). As previously reported, the possibility of Roadworthiness testing was not mentioned again and will not be included in the proposal for a Directive. It was proposed to have a feedback on the effect of IUC requirements on cars before introducing them for motorcycles. IUC for motorcycles could be introduced in a next step.


Type approval for CO2 and fuel consumption: as previously reported, the proposal made by ACEM has been accepted by the group and therefore it was proposed to introduce requirements on CO2 and fuel consumption in the proposal for a Directive.


Moped Euro 3 limit: as previously reported, the proposal made by ACEM has been accepted by the group and will be part of the above mentioned proposal for a directive.


PM regulation for 2-stroke engines and FEMA awareness campaign on synthetic oils for 2-strokes.  The EC confirmed that no legislation was necessary for new 2-stroke vehicles (no cost-effectiveness).  According to EC, the focus should be on older vehicles (cost-effectiveness).  The FEMA awareness campaign in favour of the use of synthetic oils for 2-stroke engines was finally endorsed by the members of the Group (with comments from Castrol and the CeC Small Engines Group) and we committed to its launch before the end of the year. We asked the Commission to provide us with their Logo since the launch of the Campaign was strongly requested by them; however we received a negative answer due to the fact that the EC cannot provide its official logo for any commercial activities or for any campaign that are not launched by its own services and departments. Hence we will go ahead with it with the FEMA logo and maybe with the ACEM logo too if they are willing to support the campaign.


Next stage for emission limits for competition trial/enduro. The ACEM request for an exemption for trial/enduro competition models, in order to apply Euro3 limits with a Euro2 test cycle, was not taken on board, hence no special requirements were proposed for these motorcycles, notwithstanding the support that FEMA, FIM, Italy and the UK gave to the ACEM proposal during the meeting. We will seek to amend the next Directive when it will be considered by the European Parliament.


Evaporative emissions It was decided to endorse a proposal from ACEM, based on the procedure used in California. As this latter is more specific to motorcycles, it would be more appropriate to use it. Remarks were made by ACEM, us, Italy and the UK on the impact that this measure can have on the cost of small powered two-wheelers. The Commission did not take them on board and decided to go ahead with the proposal.


OBD introduction OBD for motorcycles is a costly issue and could only be justified for larger engines. The group discussed on that issue and came to the conclusion that OBD could be left out for the time being, leaving it open for review at a later stage as technology develops. No requirement on OBD is going to be introduced for the moment.


Introduction of the World Motorbike Test Cycle Presently, the 2006 emission limits are to be measured over an adapted passenger cars emissions test cycle. This test cycle is not the best solution and the Commission prefers to introduce the WMTC, which is more realistic and provides a basis for future world harmonisation. As correlation coefficients issued from the JRC correlation study are very good, correlated emission limits applicable for WMTC could be used. It was proposed to introduce firstly WMTC procedure as an option and make it mandatory at a later stage. 

Furthermore, the issue of further reduction of emission limits was touched upon and it was agreed that any further step must wait for the establishment of the limit values in the UNECE Forum, with the view of attaining harmonisation at global level. The Group agreed upon the need of establishing co-ordination between the work in Brussels (EC) and Geneva (UNECE).

As for the procedure to be followed, the Group was decided that CO2/fuel consumption measurement and WMTC as an optional test cycle will go into a CATP directive that can move forward and be implemented without delay.  Everything else will be included in one single and complete package of measures that will go to co-decision.

The most likely scenario is that the Commission will send a framework directive to the Parliament, indicating which measures they will include together with their limit values.  The test procedures and CO2 will be dealt with separately, by CATP.  Everything will then be implemented at the same time.

Fiscal

Revamping Road Hazard Cards reporting with website links

Motorcycle Safety What Works Seminar on safety

Commercial Aspects.

Usual day to day running of the office.

Had a few days off.

Trevor Baird Director Of Public Affairs (MAG UK)

Tel: +44 (0)870 444 8 448
Fax: +44 (0)870 444 8 449
Email public-affairs@mag-uk.org

www.mag-uk.org     www.network.mag-uk.org    www.magsport.com 

Presentation on approach to the 3rd Driving License Directive 

Gerard Livett (Uncle Sol) gave a presentation on a possible alternative approach to the 3rd DLD.  In which he examined the effects of previous legislation and its effects on those taking to motorcycling.

Historically in the UK legislation allowing access to motorcycles has been made increasingly more difficult with each new piece of law.

Every time new legislation is introduced these additional hurdles to riding motorcycles has resulted in a reduction in the numbers taking to two wheels.  Currently the UK Government is looking to derogate from the directive by continuing to have AM or moped access at 16, A1 (125) access at 17 with two yearly progression and testing through A2 (600) and up to A (800) at a minimum of 21 years.  This regime would have a catastrophic effect on the numbers choosing two wheels rather than four, with the significant extra expense and difficulty of obtaining a motorcycle license.  In turn with fewer riders taking up motorcycling the negative effects on current riders, such as a reduction in dealerships, more costly spares and increased risk due to car drivers failing to have an expectation of seeing motorcycles, would only become apparent a few years after the 3rd DLD’s introduction.

It is for this reason that MAG has taken a position of opposing the motorcycle elements of the 3rd DLD which seeks to impose a stepped approach to licensing entitlement.  In the EU directive access to mopeds is at 14 with A1 access permitted at 16, allowing many youngsters up to four years access to two wheels before they are permitted access to cars.  (Which the UK derogates down from the 18 years common across Europe.).  In Europe this extra exposure to two wheels provides both an incentive to taking up motorcycling and particularly with access to mopeds from 14 gives many young people vital road awareness at an early age.  

It is this disparity between Europe and the UK, which makes the directive so disastrous for motorcyclists in UK.

Uncle Sol went on to indicate that if the directive was to be introduced in the UK without derogation then its effects could be beneficial and that MAG should consider supporting the directive providing it is introduced without derogation in the UK.  

Arguments in favour of allowing access to mopeds at 14 include access is permitted in many European countries.  It can be beneficial to the environment by reducing two return journeys in the family car to a single moped trip.

Safety would be the obvious counter argument, but cycling is encouraged despite the road safety risks associated with this mode.

Sol suggested that a case should be prepared to support this position, taking a proactive approach including positive examples such as wheels to work.  The MCIA are talking to Education authorities about re-introduction of youth road safety courses and this should be encouraged.  While DfT bike awareness initiatives also have a role to play.

Ian Mutch welcomed Sol’s presentation and requested that he continue to examine this issue with input from the NC with the aim of producing a MAG Position Paper 

Carried

9. Board Meeting Report Back

1.
Editorial report on “The Road”

Header bands have been added, most pictures and articles are coming in digitally now, design improvements are ongoing.  Advertising is still light and the trend is down but hopefully the magazine format and retention will improve take up.  A lot of feedback has been positive but lacking in political section.  Sol requested a timeline of when submissions required along with word count.  Trevor’s diary column should have taken place and what was covered in brief in a digestible form.  Trevor’s workload has impacted on completing this for the dead line but there were some issues with the content about the crackdown on uninsured drivers.  Campaign on the environment in the new issue is not MAG policy. Sol and JM will proof read Trevor’s copy but need two weeks before the deadline in a digestible format, a double page spread of 2000 words. This needs to be planned out in advance.  Agreed process of cut off date, a consultation period and the article is included after approvals from Sol and JM.

2. Roles of Directors of the Board

It was agreed that the appointment of a Business Development Manager was too expensive to justify at present, but if future proposals for fundraising/deals changed the viability of this then this could be considered in future.  Procedures and protocols were to be put into place defining specific roles for directors to alleviate Trevor’s workload.  JT and Imo to oversee e-bike.

3. Role of the Vice Chair

Historically the role was to liase AGC, organise the RAMS meeting, regional reps contact point.  IC summarised the role of shadowing the Chair, making decisions in their absence, organising training.  TB raised that the Regional Liaison Officer may need to be re-launched in the vice chair role rather than a new/resurrected role. JC was happy to take on the regional reps contact point.

4. E-Bike insurance

To be worked out separately between Imo, TB and JT. No payments made yet, website updates still need  to be completed. Agreed clause still needs to be included and E-bike are reviewing it currently.

Web group looking at using maginsurance.co.uk, webmasters to copy links from the MAG UK website.

MAG literature was to be sent to every policyholder.  Justine to look into the possibility of e-bike providing cover for riding other peoples bikes.

5. MBNA

Decision that we concentrate on membership and no presence is required.

6. Adverts

TB updated that the adverts for 2006 will be the individual directors responsibility and a main contact will be provided to the magazines so they “cannot” pull a fast one.  IC reminded everyone that any 2 directors can make decisions as we need to be aware that people cannot be on e-mail constantly.  IM suggested waiting to the response from the puppy ad to see how effective it was, so budgets can then be set. TB confirmed that people are asked how they heard of MAG but so far it had not shown the ads to be that successful.  JT fed in that no profit had been made but people had joined by SO so next year would see profits from them. NS queried whether lack of success in BSH and 100% Biker meant this was an area not to pursue any further, IM reiterated his idea to mail out “The Road” and to see what response could be achieved from a specifically targeted club.

Proposed for the Board to agree that IM can approach a club to mail out approximately 500 copies of “The Road” to their club, either to allow us to mail out (as a lower cost) or provide them for them to mail out along with additional mail cost.  NS said that there were enough in the warehouse to cover this and current shows.  Estimated cost is £250. Each HOG chapter has its own chapter magazine.  NS said that the best FYP Ticket response has been from Website Visor Down a web forum so other outlets can be pursued.  Proposed IC, carried Action IM to identify group etc.

7. Public Liability Insurance

Feedback from the insurance company was that the risk assessment form was too general, office staff were evaluating returned forms and allocating PLI. Castlemead are providing the service and will be reviewing the applications.  Needs an explanation added on how to complete risk assessment. FOC suggested we stop offering PLI to clubs, this need to be explained in the clubs pack.  JT indicated that we pay approximately £3k for the cover which is for MAG groups but clubs pay £10k so MAG made some profit, but it was not worth the risk.  It was felt that most clubs will not cancel membership if no offer of PLI and TB’s figures supported this.  GL queried how a large claim would affect MAG’s premium, TB responded that we would probably not get PLI as Castlemead use Norwich Union.  NS argued in favour that if Castlemead are prepared to accept the risk we should go ahead, this would require Castlemead to process the paperwork and receive the payments as we are offering a service that comes off our premium.  Option to drop PLI for April 2006 unless Castlemead take ownership of risk assessments etc. Although MAG groups and regions come through central and have proper training.  Proposed IC Drop PLI for affiliated clubs and we communicate with them the reasons with due time for an alternative to be found, sec JM carried.

8. Standing Orders

JC has feedback to Tony Cox the overhead on admin to track SO’s, companies can provide the service but at a large cost.

Decision to revisit when membership fees need to be increased.

9. FEMA membership fees.

Decided to keep the same membership figures for renewal which means we receive the same voting rights.

10. AOB

Revised membership leaflet being produced and will be sent out to all E-Be policy holders.  Inside of leaflet needs to have success, current issues.

Action : e-mail JM with ideas for creation.

Cover of the Road in the next three days.

Weaver Web, hosting site, has informed us we now have a dedicated server under our control so we should have a quicker response. Web working group needs to progress the redesign of the site, a template has been developed and is being reviewed.

10
Foundation Report

Secure Car Park Project: Investigation of advertising of the Parking Leaflet is underway looking at sponsorship and permitting downloads from the MAGF website as well as hard copy.  Reps were urged to check parking details for their areas and e-mail Sarah for a copy of the word document and inclusion of any changes. Copies of the booklet will then be at zero cost to the Foundation, though any use of the information must recognise the MAGF copyright.  Details of where to get electronic and hard copies of the booklet to be published in “The Road”.

Thanks were given to Neil and Sarah and all those who had contributed to getting secure parking installed across the country.

Car Collision Project:
Details of how the project is going to be approached by the DfT. are still awaited, despite several requests to the DfT. 

11
Standing Order Payments

Justine outlined her findings on Standing Order Payments and other means of collecting membership fees.  Direct debits are currently far too costly to be viable due to bank administration charges. 

Standing orders currently cost nothing to administer, by way of bank charges, but do require each individual to contact their bank to amend the SO when fees change.  Currently we still have some members who are paying lower membership fees as a result.  Though to prevent any benefit being accrued by this means, membership is only provided on a pro-rata basis.  This also places a strain on Central Office staff who have to check details of any SO payments received once a month and cross refer to the membership database.

Investigation of the possibility of arranging monthly SO payments was ongoing and Justine and Tony were looking at the possibility of automating cross references between members bank and membership details to ease the workload on MAG Central staff.

12
Public Liability Insurance

The Board indicated that they were in favour of scrapping PLI for clubs as a result of the risks involved with immediate effect.  A large claim could threaten the availability of PLI to MAG groups with a consequent serious effect on the ability to raise funds for MAG.  PLI provision had been made available as a recruiting tool, but was not seen as a major reason why clubs affiliate to MAG.  Though the decision could be reversed if it proved to be the case.

We would still recommend Castlemead to affiliated clubs looking to obtain PLI but it would not be on the back of the MAG policy.  With the increased risk of litigation it was also necessary to provide reps within local groups and regions appropriate risk assessment training.

Rob Easthope asked if clubs needed to have a minimum period of affiliation before they could avail themselves of MAG’s PLI cover and was advised that currently clubs only have to be affiliated.

It was suggested that Trevor approach Castlemead to see if they can provide a discount to affiliated clubs, from their normal rate.  Possibly by taking out a second policy if that was possible, without endangering the MAG PLI policy.

Ian Moore proposed that we examine ways to mitigate the risks with affiliated clubs by 31/3/06, Murray Webb, seconded the proposal.

Carried

13
Feedback on Sales of the Road

Scotland 
30 Out 1 Sold

Greater London
20 sold (Assumed)

South East
Figures to be confirmed

Western
30
Yorkshire
Sheffield 10 others to confirm

West Midlands 
61
Cumbria
Some success figures to be confirmed

North West
80 Out awaiting feedback

South Wales
1 Sold negative response in region

North East 
9 Out figure to be confirmed

Jane Chisholm
20 sold

Ian Moore thanked reps for their efforts, but reminded them of their undertaking to sell 10 copies each.

14 Training Weekend

Jane indicated that the training weekend was scheduled to take place at Lineham Farm, Eccup near Leeds on the weekend of 13th to 15th January.

There was space for 30 people and the course was very nearly full.  Cost was £20 per person thanks to generous rates from the farm, which in the past had benefited considerably from charity runs organised by Tony Berry and Leeds MAG.

Attendees were advised to arrive on Friday evening for induction and a chance to get to meet other participants.

All food would be provided and some drink would be available at a reasonable cost.

The course would cover a wide variety of topics and give guidance to reps and was scheduled to finish by Sunday lunchtime.

15. AGC Awards

Reps were advised to bring back trophies to the February NC meeting.

Nominees for the various awards on offer were discussed and selected.

Freedom Award
Maggie Bond
For helping organise the Farmyard party for many years.  Then when this was dealt with on a semi-permanent basis organising Into the Valley and more recently the Tsunami Soiree.

Proposed Andy Timms seconded Robin Straughan

Richard Tegg award
Ann Crayston
For 20 years involvement in MAG helping organise charity runs and egg runs launching the Furness group and recruiting affiliated clubs.  Also heavily involved in running the Into the pink parties twice a year and active on campaigns.

Proposed Paul Turner

Steve Tannock award
Bury St Edmunds MAG & Farmyard Party Clear up crew.

It was agreed to rename the Lifetime achievement award as the Simon Millward Lifetime achievement award.

John Mitchell asked that the Simon Millward run be advertised in “The Road”

16. AGM Notices

After discussion it was agreed that the model rules detailed in the constitution should be adhered to, although MAG groups or regions wishing to conduct additional mail shots or e-mail notices would not be precluded from doing so.

The applicable clauses are shown below.

v. All regions shall hold Annual General Meetings to elect regional representatives to the NC.

vi. The NC shall be given 28 days notice of regional AGM’s and shall appoint an observer to attend on its behalf.

vii. Regional members shall be given notice of regional AGM’s by way of a notice in MAG’s regular members’ newspaper, such notice to appear in the issue delivered to members at least 14 days prior to the meeting in question. The accidental failure to notify any member of a regional AGM shall not invalidate the proceedings. 

17. Beauty Club

Eddie reported that a group called the Beauty Club had caused trouble at both the Heart of England and Dik Duk rallies by their antisocial behaviour.  To the distress of other rally goers.  After discussion it was agreed that although MAG could not force clubs to exclude this group from events.  A warning could be put out to organisers in Network.

Neil Stevenson asked Eddie to talk to him about security for the Heart of England Rally.

18. Web Forum

A closed list for web masters on the web group had been set up e-mail addresses were being dealt with by a moderator.

The local rep in Blyth was experimenting with a virtual MAG group.  Robin Straughan/Archi Hipkins would provide feedback on progress and developments.

19. Tyne Tunnel Protest

Robin Straughan indicated that he had been approached by the North East Coalition seeking advice about a protest at the 20p toll charge levied at bikes on the Tyne Tunnel.  He asked if there was any conflict of interest in responding to the coalition.

Robin was advised that he should advise them to go through the motions of letter writing etc. before conducting any protest.

20. AOB

John Mitchell indicated that he was standing down from the regional reps position for the South East, but that the region would still need an e-mail point of contact.  This was not seen as a problem as even though representation would be through county reps in rotation. 

Neil Stevenson indicated that the Ally Pally show had been organised.  

A secure campsite was to be run in conjunction with the Moto GP at Donnington Park.  This would be limited to 1000 pre book attendees only at £20 a ticket and would be held at a site near Donnington, but not on the site of the race track.  A regular shuttle bus would be run between the site and the circuit so that attendees could enjoy the whole event without concern over camping.

This years Into the Valley was being held at a new site near Bridlington following last years Farmyard flood to avoid any potential re-occurrence of flooding, while the Farmyard Party was still going ahead at larger site on higher ground in Duncombe Park.

Trevor indicated that now that the minutes were being published on the website space in Network was being freed up, although an abridged version would still be useful.

Meeting closed at 5.05 pm.

